
06.01.2026 - BACK TO SCHOOL

09.01.2026 - Y5 First Swimming Lesson

15.01.2026 - U11 Sportshall Athletics 

16.01.2026 -  PTFA Family Bingo Night @

5:30pm

29.01.2026 - Parent Council

09.02.2026 - Y5 & 6 Houses of Parliament

trip

13.02.2026-23.02.2026 - HALF TERM

11.01.2026 - SEND Coffee Afternoon @

2:45pm

25.02.2026 - National Dentistry

Programme - (Selected Children Only)

Key Summer Term Dates:

10.06.2026 - Sports day

24.06.2026 - Reserve sports day

15.06.2026-17.06.2026 - Y6 Residential

15.06.2026-22.06.2026 - Y5 Bikeability

Dates For Your Diary

Don’t forget
to book school
lunches and
Wrap Around
Care for
January. 

Children
return to
school on 6
January. 

th

Clubs booked
through the
office will be
emailed out
during the
first week
back.

Year 5
swimming
starts Friday
9  January.th

 Notes
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Final new parent tour will be held on 8
January @ 9:30am.
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Head Teachers Message

As we reach the end of the Autumn term, I would like to take this opportunity
to reflect on what a truly wonderful few months it has been at BIrchwood.
The autumn term has flown by and it has been a joy to see our school full of

energy, enthusiasm and learning.
We are incredibly proud of how well our new Reception children have settled
in. They have embraced school life with confidence, curiosity and smiles and it
has been fantastic to see how quickly they have grown in independence and
learning. Across the school, the children have worked exceptionally hard this

term, showing resilience, kindness and a real enthusiasm for learning. 
This month has also been filled with some very special festive moments. We

thoroughly enjoyed the wonderful Nativity performances from our EYFS and
Key Stage 1 children, who impressed us all with their confidence, singing,

dancing and storytelling. We were also delighted to begin a new tradition this
year with our Key Stage 2 Carol Services, which was a truly special occasion

and a lovely way to come together as a community.
I would also like to say a huge thank you to our PTFA for organising such a

wonderful Christmas Fair for the school. It was a fantastic event, thoroughly
enjoyed by the children and families and their hard work and dedication are

hugely appreciated.
Thank you to you all for the incredible support you continue to show us as a

school, it genuinely makes such a difference. The children had an absolute blast
taking part in the Silly Santa Run on Monday and we are delighted to have

raised £850 so far, putting us well on our way towards our target of £3,000.
Thank you for your generosity and support with this event. Keep reading to

see some pictures and there is still time to donate. 
As we look ahead to the holidays, we hope you all have a restful, happy and
enjoyable break with family and friends. Thank you once again for all your

support this term - we cannot wait to welcome everyone back in the new year
for another exciting term of learning together.

Warmest Christmas wishes,
Mrs Wake 



Office Closure – School Holidays

The school office will be closed during the school
holidays and will reopen on Monday 6th January.
All emails received during the holiday period will
be read and responded to by the end of the first

week back.

If your matter is urgent, please speak to Mrs
Wake or Mrs Phelan at the gate on the first day

back, or pop into the office once it reopens.

Please also note as a gentle reminder that on our
return, the school gates will close promptly at

9:00am.

Office Closure & Gate Reminder



Woodland Wiggles has been so much fun!

We’ve completed our first
half term with muddy faces,

playing in the autumn
leaves, balancing

adventures, muddy kitchen
cooking, bubbles floating
through the trees, and

stories in the sunshine. It’s
been a joyful start to

Woodland Wiggles, and we
can’t wait for more.

If you’d like to sign up to
come along and join in the
spring, please follow the

link.
https://docs.google.com/for
ms/d/e/1FAIpQLSez5gqJwyo
YpZ65gwfuUSZ5EQkhz7z7E
WWHSfzR1S2NBMLCZQ/viewf

orm
Web page:
https://www.birchwoodprimary.
co.uk/woodland-wiggles/

https://www.birchwoodprimary.co.uk/woodland-wiggles/
https://www.birchwoodprimary.co.uk/woodland-wiggles/


Huge fundraising thank you’s!

Scholastic Book Fair
Hugest thanks for your

overwhelming support at this
year’s Book Fair. We took over

£1,000 of sales resulting in £700
of rewards for us which is going to
be used to buy new sets of books

for our Faster Reading provision in
Key Stage 2.

Poppy Appeal
We raised £108.03 for the

British Legion’s Poppy
Appeal this year to

support the Armed Forces
community - thank you!

Children in Need
We had a wonderful day dressed in

bright colours and it was so
interesting finding out what people
would like to be when they grow up

- we had doctors, astronauts,
footballers, teachers, princesses and

even a Granny! We raised £257 -
hugest thanks for your support

GOSH toy appeal 
Thank you so much to all those
who donated toys to the Great

Ormand Street Hospital, toy
appeal. 



Santa Fun Run 

Thank you to all that were involved in the
silly Santa fun run fundrasier for the

dreamflight charity. It is truly a wonderful
cause and we have already raised a huge
amount. If you would still like to donate

click the link on the page below.

Keep your eyes peeled for lots more
fundraisers to come!

Link:
https://donate.giveasyoul
ive.com/campaign/runnin

g-262-miles-for-
dreamflight-inspired-
by-edwards-journey

https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/running-262-miles-for-dreamflight-inspired-by-edwards-journey
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/running-262-miles-for-dreamflight-inspired-by-edwards-journey
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/running-262-miles-for-dreamflight-inspired-by-edwards-journey
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/running-262-miles-for-dreamflight-inspired-by-edwards-journey
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/running-262-miles-for-dreamflight-inspired-by-edwards-journey
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Santa’s Workshops

The children have had a
wonderful time this week taking
part in Santa’s Workshops. They
enjoyed toasting marshmallows
in the forest, making reindeer
food, baking festive treats and
creating beautiful Christmas

decorations.

These workshops have truly
showcased what a special

community we have at
Birchwood, with children

working together in mixed
groups across all classes. It has

been a joy to see the older
pupils supporting and

encouraging the younger ones
throughout the activities.



Stargazing Evening

A huge thank you to Dave Green, a local STEM
Ambassador, who volunteered his time and expertise

(and his telescopes) to teach us.

Messier 51

Saturn

Thank you to everyone in Y5 who managed to come along for our
stargazing evening. We wanted to share what we spotted right above

our heads in Martlesham Heath!



Road Safety Awareness week

Well done to Kit, Mylee and Louise whose road safety
posters were selected by the JRSOs to be Birchwood’s

entries in the Suffolk road safety poster campaign - we
wish them lots of luck!! Have you noticed our new banner

which the Parish Council asked us to display reminding
drivers to slow down to keep us safe.



Holiday Post Cards

Dear Families,

Don’t forget to send us a
postcard if you go on a summer
adventure!
 Whether it’s abroad, to the
seaside, visiting family, or just a
fun day out — we’d love to hear
all about it. We’ll enjoy sharing
them when we’re back in
September.

Birchwood Primary School
Valiant Road 

Martlesham Heath

Suffolk
IP5 3SP

We can’t wait to see where some
of you go and what you get up to! 



Whole School Focus: DT

It is our intention that every pupil, irrelevant of
needs, develops such a passion for Design and

Technology that they are thinking of creative,
imaginative ideas that they want to develop and

make in school and at home. We want all our pupils to
experience a wide and varied Design Technology
Curriculum, which leaves them able to actively

participate in the changing technological world, as
users, consumers, service makers, designers,

innovators or observers. We wish for every pupil to
develop their decision-making confidence, take risks
and increase their sense of personal worth through

the production of quality outcomes.



This term, we have
created hedgehogs

and diya lamps using
clay and salt dough,

painted Gruffalo
pictures, and explored
firework art inspired
by Jackson Pollock.

Year 
Reception



Year 
one

In Year 1 we have been
learning about wheels! We
have been thinking about

the component parts
required to make a wheel
move - it must be round,
have an axle and an axle

holder. We have discovered
that cars have changed a lot
since the days of Henry Ford.
We have designed, labelled
and made our own moving

vehicles! 



Year 
two

 In DT, Year 2 have been
exploring stability and
methods to strengthen

structures. They have also
been understanding Baby

Bear’s chair's weaknesses and
have developed an improved

solution for him to use by
making their own chairs. We
even tested the chair using
our class mascot ‘Timmy the

Turtle’! 



Year 
three

In DT, Year 3 were presented with
a problem and tasked to use

technology to create a solution!
They programmed a micro:bit to
create a flashing wearable piece
of technology to keep people safe
when walking in the dark. They
then drew and manipulated 2D
shapes, using computer-aided

design, to produce a point of sale
badge for their product. We are
looking forward to the designs

being judged by the JRSOs in the
new year!



Year 
four

Year 4 have been tasting a
variety of biscuits this
week. They have been

thinking about the taste,
texture and appearance of
each biscuit. We have used
this information to create
our own biscuit recipies to
then make and taste! We

have also created our own
biscuit packaging.



Year 
five

In DT, Year 5 have been busy learning
all about gears and pulleys, which
linked beautifully to our work in

science about forces. In groups, we
made and evaluated a gear system,
thinking about what changes we

could apply to a new and improved
version. We learned about ‘precision

manufacturing’ and how important it
is to try to be as accurate as possible

when cutting out the teeth of the
gears. We then added a pulley to our
system and set about lifting different
objects in the classroom. Finally, we

thought about how we can use gears
and pulleys in real-world situations

to design an eco-gadget bike to
perform a useful task. 



Year 
six

In DT, Year 6 have been
working on a ‘Make Do and

Mend’ unit of work linked to
all of the learning around
WW2. The children brought

old items of clothing in from
home and designed a

completely new function for
the items. We created bags,

belts, hats and even
rucksacks!


