
04.06.2025 - Colour Run
05.06.2025 - Y6 Sizewell B Trip
13.06.2025 - EYFS Reception Father’s
Day Party - 2:45-3:15 pm 
14.06.2025 - PTFA Summer Fair
16.06.2025-18.06.2025 - Y6
Residential
17.06.2025 - Y1 & Y2  Transport
Museum Trip
23.06.2025-26.06.2025 - Bikeability
25.06.2025 - Y3 & Y4 Kentwell Hall Trip
26.06.2025 - Y4 Clarinet Concert @
2:45pm
30.06.2025-01.07.2025 - Bikeability
02.07.2025 - Sports Day
04.07.2025 - PTFA Disco
08.07.2025- Y5 Duxford Trip
09.07.2025 - Moving Up Morning or
Reserve Sports Day
14.07.2025 - Bastille Day
17.07.25 & 18.07.2025 - Y5/6
Production
21.07.2025 - New Opal Fundraiser Day
22.07.2025 - Leavers Assembly & BGT

Dates For Your Diary

The new Opal day will be
21  July. - Please refer to
Opal edition newsletter
for details.
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Information regarding
sports day will be sent
after half term so please
keep an eye out for this.

The colour run will be
held on 4  June, without
a consent form your child
will not be able to
participate. The final date
this can be filled out is 2
June.
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Reminders

Have a wonderful half
term and we will see you
back on Monday 2  June!nd
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Pupil Voice
School Council would like to remind everyone that we have a family litter picking kit

for families to borrow over weekends and holidays!  Litter picks are always so
enjoyed in school so why not make it a family activity!!  Just pop into the School

Office to borrow!

JRSOs would like to thank everyone for their efforts during the Big Walk and Wheel. 
We were lucky enough to win first prize in the raffle run by Suffolk County Council

for participants and are excitedly awaiting delivery of 10 scooters, helmets and hi-vis
vests!  What a boost for the lunchtime scooter clubs!

Could JRSOs just remind parents and carers to make sure that cycle hats are fitting
properly to be as safe as possible.  Use the YOU check adjusting all 3 points on the

helmet - Y, O and U):

Don’t forget to look out for Birchwood’s entries at the Suffolk Show!
The Beekeepers have made bee-autiful planters from recycled materials for the

Suffolk Recycle stand (stand number 213 in Flower Show Avenue) and Garden Gang
have designed and made a garden for the School Garden competition (also in the Blue

Zone)! Garden Gang will be at their garden to talk through their design on the
morning of Wednesday 28th May - it would be great to see some familiar faces! 



Wrap Around Care

This month in Wrap Around Care we have focused on
construction, painting with different textures and we have

reintroduced our dressing up box.
Also due to the improved weather we have had extended

outdoor play, including Cross The River, True Or False and
football. 



Litter Picking Kit / Ted & Tedina
Just a reminder that we have both our

litter picking kit and Ted & Tedina to book
out. 

The litter picking kit is for a weekend,
collected on Friday after school and
brought back to the office on Monday

morning. 
Ted & Tedina are available for all

outings, including holidays, day trips etc. 
Both can be booked on a first come first

served basis directly with the school office.
Ted & Tedina are only able to be booked
seperately. Please get in contact if you

would like to book either of these!

Book Them Now
@ The Office



Holiday Post Cards

Dear Families,

We’re bringing back post cards to
school!!
If you are going away this year
anywhere in the world, your class
would love to recieve a post card
from your trip! If you would like
to send one see our address on
the right hand side of this post
card. 

Birchwood Primary School
Valiant Road 

Martlesham Heath

Suffolk
IP5 3SP

We can’t wait to see where some
of you go and what you get up to! 



Classroom Close Up: Music

Quite simply, it is our intention that every pupil, irrelevant of
needs, develops such a passion for music that they seek out and
embrace amazing opportunities to develop their musicality and

enthusiasm in school and at home. We want all our pupils to
experience a wide and varied music curriculum, which leaves

them excitedly seeking further opportunities to continue their
musical journey. We wish for every pupil to develop their skills

in all areas of Music through listening and appraising a range of
quality music, singing as ensembles and learning to play

instruments.



Y E A R  R E C E P T I O N

In Reception in Expressive Art and
Design we are exploring plants and
insects in our gardens. We listened

to ‘Flight of the BumbleBee by
Rimsky-Korsakov’. We have

identified musical instruments and
then moved around like a bee in
time with the music’s tempo. We

discussed what we liked or disliked
about the piece of music. We have

also painted flowers and
butterflies too.



Y E A R  O N E

In Year 1 we are learning
about ‘pitch’. We have been
listening to pieces of music
and identifying high and low

notes. We have used the
glockenspiels to play our

own high and low notes too!



Y E A R  T W O

 This half term in Year 2 we
have been learning to develop an
understanding of structure by

exploring and ordering rhythms.
This involved understanding the

structure of some musical
pieces and composing our own
music pieces using untuned
instruments with 5 sections
about a mythical land with

dragons and Kings! 



Y E A R  T H R E E

In year 3 we have been
learning to sing like a

Viking! We know how to sing
in time with others,

recognise simple rhythmic
notation and using this to
compose a Viking battle

song. 



Y E A R  F O U R

In Year 4, we continue to
learn to play the clarinet,
adding new notes to our
repertoire each term. In
addition, we are also
learning to sing as an
ensemble, singing with

attention to staccato and
legato. 



Y E A R  F I V E

In Year 5 we have been
learning about music from
southern Africa and how

playing chords can impact
the sound of a piece. We

have been learning to sing
and play the Click Song also

known as Shoshozola. 



Y E A R  S I X

In Year 6, we have been diving
into the world of music by
comparing and contrasting
different musical styles,

listening closely to spot what
makes each one unique. The

children have explored rhythm
through clapping games, body
percussion, and even created
their own rhythmic patterns

using glockenspiels.


