Birchwood Primary School

School Information Report
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)

Welcome to our SEND information report which is part of the Suffolk Local Offer for learners with Special
Educational Needs and Disability (SEND). All governing bodies of maintained schools and maintained
nursery schools and the proprietors of academy schools have a legal duty to publish information on their
website about the implementation of the governing body’s or the proprietor’s policy for pupils with SEND. The
information published must be updated annually.

At Birchwood Primary School, we are committed to working together with all members of our school
community. We would welcome your feedback and future involvement in the review of our offer, so please
do contact us. The best people to contact this year are:

* Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator (SENDCO) — Mrs Anderson

 Executive Headteacher — Mr Cloke

* Head of School — Mrs Wake

* Special Educational Needs Governor — Mike Jude

If you have any specific questions regarding the Suffolk Local Offer please look on the Local Offer
websitehttps://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/send-and-the-local-offer/.

Alternatively, if you have any questions or concerns regarding SEND provision please contact your child’s
class teacher, Mrs Anderson (SENDCO), Mr Cloke (Executive Headteacher) and Mrs Wake (Head of School).
The information below will give you a clear and informed picture about the curriculum and provision available
for our pupils at Birchwood.

Contact Information:

Telephone: 01473610701

Email: admin@birchwood.suffolk.sch.uk

Birchwood Primary School is an inclusive school. We ensure that pupils are included in all aspects of
learning and school life.

From time to time some children require additional support for a set period of time to help meet their
needs or improve their learning. The decision to do this is made by the school and is based on a
variety of factors including academic progress, and/or assessments carried out by teaching staff or
other professionals, medical diagnosis, mental health concerns or any qualified information
suggesting support is needed from a professional body. It may also be based on ensuring children
have a smooth transition into school or require support when going through significant change
either at home or school. Parents/carers will be informed when this happens. What is of
paramount importance is an accurate and swift identification and assessment of the child’s needs.

Some children will require support for a longer period of time to ensure they can access the
curriculum effectively and be included fully in classroom learning and school events. Support will
be planned by school staff and where appropriate by external professionals. Parents/carers
will be kept informed about this support

Children who require support in terms of their acquisition of English are not considered SEND
pupils but as they may require additional support their needs are reflected in our School
Information Report. (EAL)

Our School Information Report describes the range of provision available to support identified
children as and when appropriate. This report is subject to change depending on budgetary
constraints and policy review.

Please refer to the schools SEND policy to find information regarding reporting, assessment and
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monitoring of children with SEND. Below illustrates an example summary of school provisions
used to support pupils academic and emotional / pastoral needs. This information report must be
read in conjunction with the SEND policy and the school curriculum policy, which outlines the
school intention, implementation, impact and evaluation of the curriculum

SEND Register and Disability Register

SEND register is an internal, operational list maintained by the school of pupils who require
special educational provision which is ‘additional to or different from’ their peers. This
included children with learning difficulties, communication need, social/emotional difficulties
and/or disabilities that hinder their education.

Disability register is an internal, operational list maintained by the school of pupils who have
a disability, which is defined by the Equality Act 2010. School will request documentation of
receiving a disability/diagnosis.

Overlap- A child can be on both. Many children with disabilities have special educational
needs, and many with SEN have a disability. However, some children will be on one or the
other register dependent on their unique needs. E.g. Autsim/ADHD- conditions like Autism
and ADHD may be on the SEND register due to the impact on learning/socialasition and the
disability register due to them being a recognized disability.

Pupils receive an SEND profile if they are on the School’s SEN register. Pupils received a
Disability profile if they are on the disability register. If they are on both, they receive an SEND
profile.

SEND Profile =

Schools identify 4 widely recognized categories of SEND support- Communication and
Interaction, Cognition and Learning, Social, Emotional and Mental Health and Physical and
Sensory.

Pupils on roll with SEND = SEND support

Children on SEND support who also have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) =
EHCP

We deliberately do not publish online the number of pupils of each category as this could
unnecessarily identify those pupils. This information is kept in school and used by the
SENDCO / named governor for SEND and the school’s leadership team

SEND Profile - What types of barriers to learning are experienced by children with SEND in

the school?

SEND areas of need:

Communication and Interaction e.g. speech, language and communication needs
(SLCN) Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Asperger’s Syndrome:

Cognition and Learning e.g. Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), moderate learning
difficulties (MLD), severe learning difficulties (SLD) global developmental delay, dyslexia,
dyscalculia and dyspraxia, profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD):

Social, Emotional and Mental Health e.g. attention deficit hyperactive disorder (ADHD),
depression, eating disorders, attachment disorder:

Sensory and Physical e.g. vision impairment (VI), hearing impairment (HI), a multi-
sensory impairment (MSI), Cerebral Palsy (CP), epilepsy:




How we identify SEND - How does the school know if children need extra help and what
should parents do if they think their child may have special educational needs?

e The Code of Practice defines SEND as: “A child or young person has SEND if they have a
learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for
them. A child of compulsory Academy age or a young person has a learning difficulty or
disability if they: (a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of
others of the same age: or (b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from
making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age
in mainstream Academies or mainstream post-16 institutions.”

e Ifalearner is identified as having SEND, we will provide provision that is ‘additional to or
different from’ the normal differentiated curriculum, intended to overcome the barrier to
their learning. SEND learners are set the same aspirations, they make take more steps
(called components) to achieve the same end goal as their peers.

e We have an open door policy at the school. If a parent is concerned about the progress
their child is making they can initially speak to the child’s class teacher or alternatively, they
can arrange to meet with the Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator
(SENDCO).

e Throughout the year, class teachers, the SENDCO and the senior leadership team monitor
the progress of all children in the school. If a child is not making the expected progress
they will be closely tracked and additional support implemented if required. Learners can
fall behind for lots of different reasons, therefore only those with a learning difficulty which
requires provision that is in addition to or different from the normal differentiated curriculum
will be identified as having SEND.

e Further information about the ways we do this can be found in our Special Educational
Needs and Disability (SEND) Policy which can be found on the school website.

e Government guidance about SEND can be found on the DfE Website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education

e Equality Act, Advice for schools: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/equality-act-
2010-advice-for-schools

e For further information parents should also reference the SEN Code of Practice,
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25

How do we involve parents/carers and children?

¢ Initial questions will be raised with parents/carers by the class teacher.

e If a child requires provision which is additional to or different from the normal differentiated
curriculum this will be discussed with the parents/carers.

e Next steps will be set for the children each term, following a discussion with the children
and their parents. During this meeting the views and wishes of the child are sought. A
SEND pupil profile is drawn up to record the views of all involved and track progress being
made and the SEND provision that is supporting the children’s needs.

e If your child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), an Annual Review will take
place to discuss your child’s progress annually in addition to the termly meeting.
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What is the schools approach to supporting learners with SEND?

We value high quality teaching for all learners. The senior leadership team actively monitor
the teaching and learning across all year groups.

All staff work hard to create learning environments and tailor the curriculum to ensure that
the needs of all leaners are met.

Bespoke time is timetabled for SEND interventions.

When the school identifies the need for additional support to enable a pupil to make
expected progress from their unique starting point, the parents/carers will be invited to a
meeting with the class teacher and/or the SENDCo to discuss a plan of support. They

will then use the Graduated Approach (assess, plan, do, review), cycle to set targets and
then arrange a suitable review date.

The school’'s systems for tracking and monitoring the progress of individual pupils provide
class teachers with timely information about those not making expected progress. At this
stage, teachers will need to consider whether to addapt their teaching or provide targeted
interventions/ additional adult support in order to enable pupils to keep up with their peers/
make the best progress they can given their unique needs. Pupils are initially closely
monitored to see if progress improves. Some pupils may continue to make limited
progress despite quality first teaching and/or targeted intervention. At this stage it is
appropriate to consider the possibility that a pupil might have SEND alongside other
observations that are carried out in school. Early identification of SEND is essential in
ensuring positive outcomes for pupils.

The support may include pre — teaching opportunities, additiona/ adapted|

resources, sensory circuits, modelling language and behaviours, preparation for

changes in routine, additional adult support or interventions.

All subject leads are held to account regarding bespoke resourcing for SEND pupils.

The SENDCO advises class teachers and subject leads of SEND pupils individual
requirements.

The school may also take advice from external professionals as to how we can best
provide additional support for our children. Professional advice may involve internal staff
(Executive Headteacher, SENDCo, etc) as well as external staff (Speech Therapists,
Educational Psychologists, etc).

We have a School Provision Map that shows the range of additional support taking place in
our school for children who require extra help in their learning. We adapt the provision map
regularly and it changes every year, as our learners and their needs change.

What supportis in place for Social and Emotional Wellbeing?

All pupils are supported with their social and emotional development through the curriculum
and at playtimes/lunchtimes.

We follow the Kapow PSHE programme and the children have regular circle times
around social themes.

The school works with parents and children to encourage high levels of attendance

The school also has a very supportive and strong ethos and a positive approach to
behaviour management is adopted. Reward systems that encourage good behaviour are
used within classes.

The school holds weekly BAPSS (Behaviour, attendance, pastoral, SEND and
safeguarding) meetings with the appropriate leads to mesh together pieces of information
to ensure cohesion of support that may be required.

The School has a Family Support Worker who supports families and individual children.




SEND Provision and Services —What specialist services and expertise are available at the
school or accessed by the school?

If required, Birchwood is fortunate to be able to draw upon a suite of external expertise/
professionals can be drawn upon. Some examples of these services that have been involved with
the school to date are:

SES- Specialist Education Service

SENDAT (Special Needs and Disabilities Academy Trust) outreach support
SENDIAS ( Independent support system for parents and families of pupils with SEND)
OT (Occupation Therapy)

School Nursing

Community Paediatricians

Communication and Sensory Teams

This list is not exhaustive.

How accessible is the school environment?

nwood Primary is all on one level with slopes leading to all areas from the outside.

school has enlisted the support of the Sensory Support teqam to ensure children with hearing or
al impairments are suitably enabled around our school.

se see Equalities action plan and accessibility plan for further information:
:/lwww.birchwoodprimary.co.uk/equalities/

How are pupils included in activities outside the classroom including trips?

e The school carries out risk assessments for all children including the children with SEND
before attending a school trip.

e Consideration is made for how school trips can be adapted to assist the individual child
where participation is realistic.

e Parents or carers are consulted prior to a school trip and asked to attend if necessary.

e All children have the same opportunity to access extra-curricular activities. We are
committed to making reasonable adjustments to ensure participation for all, so please
contact our Executive Head teacher, Head of School or SENDCO to discuss specific
requirements.

e School ensures a termly analysis of SEND pupils uptake/ representation at extra
curriculuar clubs, activities and events and indeed, proactively supports their
participation e.g. pentathlon/ national SEN bowling team finalists 2026.

How do we evaluate the effectiveness of our provision — What type of assessments are
used?

e Teachers assess all pupils throughout the year and track their progress formatively and
summatively. Staff use formal assessments throughout the term e.g. insight, PIRA and
Miscue analysis

e The SENDCO with other Senior Leaders completes learning walks, pupil perception work
and work sampling to assess and evaluate the provision for SEND.

Collaborative Half Termly SEND Reviews by both SENDCOQO’s at both schools
e A wide range of assessments linked to pupils’ heeds — eg — BVPS, Salford, Phab etc
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How will we know if the provision for children with SEND is effective?

Progress data of all learners is monitored by the SENDCo and Senior Leadership Team.
Pupil by pupil termly evaluations summaries progress from starting points, effectiveness of
interventions in place and SEND spending. Termly SEND monitoring reports the
effectiveness of SEND provision/ inclusion in all it's forms.

Collaborative SEND meetings are undertaken to review the effectiveness of the provision
in both schools.

1:1 Pupil Progress meetings are held between the class teacher, SENDCO and SLT on a
termly basis.

Parents have termly SEND meetings to evaluate termly targets and set targets for the
upcoming term, which is in addition to their parent evening.

What training have the staff supporting pupils with SEN had, or what are they expected to

have?

The school is committed to further developing the skills and knowledge of the staff supporting
children with SEN. Recent training:

Elklan Speech and Language Training

Sensory Support (to support children with hearing impairments)

Mental Wellbeing Support /Nurture Group CPD

Sensory Support (to support children with hearing impairments)

Gym Trail

Collaborative shadowing between SENDCOs

Termly consultation with each curriculum lead (e.g. Forest Schools) to report of SEND
progress and ensure appropriate provision is in place.

Elsa

Dyslexia Intervention

The Graduated approach and subject specific strategies to support SEND pupils
Precision Teaching

The above is not an exhaustive list, merely an example.

We recognise that sometimes pupils with SEND may also be vulnerable in other areas such as
safeguarding... therefore please refer to the school’s Early Help offer.




How does the school prepare and support pupils to join the school, transfer to a new school

or the next stage of education and life in order to ensure their wellbeing?

Before children start in Reception, they have several induction sessions where they will be
given the opportunity to meet their new teacher, a teaching assistant and become more
familiar with the setting.

Before term begins, they will be offered a home visit from school staff and a teaching
assistant. When joining our school from another school or nursery the class,
teacher/SENDCO will ensure they have read the child’s profile and any reports from the
previous setting and if appropriate will discuss the child’s needs with the previous school or
setting. They will also liaise with parents to ensure the transfer to the school is as smooth
as possible (where appropriate, we will also speak to external professionals e.g.community
pediatricians, educational psychologists.)

When school places have been allocated (usually April each year), the SENDCO contacts
all the children’s Nursery/Preschools to discuss whether the children have any specific
SEND needs. The SENDCO will then visit the settings to meet any child with a SEND need
and liaise with the setting SENDCO to discuss the support package presently in place and
proven interventions to support and any known triggers that are less helpful.

When a child is moving to a new school, transition discussions will take place with the class
teacher and SENDCO of our school and the new school. The individual needs of the child
will be discussed as well as ways to make the transition as smooth as possible for the
child. The process is identical for joiners to our school post Reception year.

The types of provision we put in place to ensure a smooth transition and support our
children when they are moving school are things such as extra class visits, social stories,
taking photographs of the new staff, Woodland wiggle sessions for EYFS, transition books,
6 week High School transfer ‘nurture’ package (once weekly visits to familiarise pupils with
the setting, staff and routines), Year 7 English, Maths and form tutors visit Birchwood and
the children’s confidential files will be forwarded to the new school setting. The files
contain educational information about the child which supports a smooth transition for the
child as well as a continuous education from one school to another.
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Provision to facilitate/Support Access to the Curriculum/Independent Learnin

Small group support in class from teacher, LSA or TA

Facilitating access to learning through the appropriate adaptation of tasks and activities
Extensive use of visual support in the classroom and during assemblies

Provision of individual/visual timetables and checklists

Provision of effective motivational strategies

Peer and self- assessment in English and Mathematics

Additional resources e.g. writing frames, story maps

Whole school walk thru CPD

Training in routines of school day when appropriate

School Council, subject ambassador’s to promote pupil voice

Risks assessments for all children including SEND are carried out before attending a school
trip and adapted to suit a individual child if necessary. Parents/carers consulted prior to
trips and asked to attend if needed.

All children have equal access to of opportunity to the full school curriculum and extra-
curricular activities.

We are committed to make reasonable adjustments to ensure equal participation for all.

Use of visual support both in and out of class to support understanding and facilitate access to
the school environment and learning.

Pre-teaching of new concepts and schemata (words, ideas, knowledge and skills that are
transferable across the curriculum) to enhance independent learning.

Use of interactive wipeboards.

Access to computers and chromebooks.

Provision of individually tailored visual support packages for specific children

including individual timetables

Specialist programmes e.g. CLICKER
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Strategies to Support/Develop Maths:

Personalised Curriculum planning, activities and outcome that meet the individual needs
Targeted small group support in class

Withdrawal of small groups or individual pupils for additional Mathematics support

Full Access to adapted manipulatives that is proven to deepen conceptual understanding in
mathematics.

Additional adult support to enable pre-teaching e.g. sentence stems/ foundational mathematical
skills which included number fact, number formation.

Strategies to su rt/develop English

Additional small group English support from Class Teachers, Teaching assistants and Learning
support assistants

Adapted Curriculum

Adapted and multi-sensory activities

Thematic curriculum captures interest and develops vocabulary

Small group reading and writing support through guided and shared reading/writing.
Faster reader strategies proven to add 9 months progress for SEND/PP Pupils

Use of Dyslexia Screening to assess for SpLD, and subsequent implementation of support
programme as required.

Specialist dyslexia teaching assistant support

Reading Dogs

Catch up and keep up phonics groups using Little Wandle SSP and/or Harberton.
Miscue analysis

Assistive technology such as CLICKER.

Strategies to Support Behaviour:
Consistent school wide implementation of the school’s behaviour policy
SEN registration of those pupils whose leaming behaviour constitute a barrier to learning.
Provision will include close collaboration with parents/carers, home/school communication
books to ensure daily communication between home and school, daily behaviour
oversight by school staff
Where a pupil’s behaviour deteriorates over time, a referral will be made to one or more of
the following agencies: SES, CAMHS, Alternative Provision AP, Early Help
Additional external support- Early Help Assessments

Strategies to Enhance Self Esteem/Promote Emotional Well Being:
Intervention from the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) for children
and their parents/carers on referral, delivered at CAMHS or in school as appropriate.
Weekly whole school Achievement Assemblies
Behaviour bee rewards
Head Teacher’s afternoon tea
Visits from the School Nurse and Dental Nurse
Individual reward charts.

ELSA sessions

Pupil achievements outside of school eg — at AP, celebrated in school assemblies

Kapow mindful approach to PSHE.

Behaviour is monitored and tracked and the Behaviour lead who meets weekly with
SENDCO, Family Support Worker and Safeguarding lead to ensure all pieces of
information are at hand when making decisions to support pupils needs.

The School has a family support worker to support mental wellbeing.

School has a trained ELSA practitioner to support children’s emotional needs.

Support/Supervision at Unstructured Times of the Day Including Personal Care:

Midday supervisor and senior leader in the lunch hall and playgrounds assigned to each class.
Play leaders at playtimes to deliver specific playground games

OPAL play leaders at lunchtime every day to support inclusion of all pupils

Midday supervisors initiating and supporting activities during lunchtime

Specific play areas and equipment to cater for a range of interests

Sports Crew staff running planned sessions during playtimes.

Supervised lunch club for selected children by FSW




Strategies/Programmes to Support Physical needs:

Assessment by and intervention from an occupational therapist on referral.
Implementation of recommendations by occupational therapist or physiotherapist by an
allocated member of staff for those children in receipt of these services.

Provision of support resources such as writing slopes, loop scissors and pencil grips
Delivery of Gym Trail by Teaching Assistants

Fine motor skills and handwriting support

Any adaptations recommended by external professional

ANEN
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Access to Medical Interventions:
Meetings between SENDCO and school nurse when necessary
Wide range of teaching staff, support staff and midday supervisors trained in First Aid
Staff training in the administration of support and/ or medication for Anaphylaxis and Epipen use
[ asthma / allergies
v’ Liaison with medical professionals for children with ongoing treatment.
v' Fact sheetwith photographs of child and detailing the child’s condition and required medication
kept in the staffroom, classrooms, school office and (food related) school kitchen.
v Individual protocols for children with significant medical needs
v Individual Health Care Plan(ICHP) in place where needed and kept in medical folder in the office
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Strategies/Programmes to Support Speech and Language:
v Assessment by and intervention from a speech and language therapist, on referral.

Delivery of individual SALT programmes by Elklen trained Teaching Assistant or TA following SALT]
advice.

Admissions, Equality and Accessibility for Disabled Pupils

Birchwood Primary School welcomes applications from all children, including those with
disabilities. Admission arrangements for disabled pupils are in line with the school’'s admissions
policy and comply with the Equality Act 2010.

We work closely with parents/carers, the Local Authority and relevant professionals to ensure
that appropriate support and reasonable adjustments can be considered prior fo admission.
Where a child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), admissions are managed in
consultation with Suffolk Local Authority o ensure the school is able to meet the child’s
needs effectively.

Pre-admission meetings and fransition planning is offered where appropriate to support a
smooth and successful start for disabled pupils.

Steps Taken to Prevent Disabled Pupils from Being Treated Less Favourably

Birchwood Primary School is committed to ensuring that disabled pupils are not freated less
favourably than other pupils. The school achieves this by:

e Promoting an inclusive ethos throughout the school community
¢ Making reasonable adjustments to feaching, learning and assessment

e Ensuring disabled pupils have access to the full curriculum, enrichment activities, trips
and school events

o Carrying out individual risk assessments and working in partnership with parents/carers

e Providing staff fraining to increase awareness and understanding of disability and
SEND




Facilities to Support Disabled Pupils

Birchwood Primary School takes reasonable steps to improve access for disabled pupils.
Facilities and support include:

Further information can be found on the school’'s Accessibility Plan and Equality Objectives,
available on the school website.

Monitoring participation, progress and wellbeing to ensure equality of opportunity
and outcomes

Ensuring our school site supports the full access for disabled pupils.

Birchwood have a separate disabled register where profiles are written with parents
to identify children’s strengths, triggers and adaptations that might be needed if they
are not on the SEN register.

A single-level school building with sloped access to all areas

Adaptations and support following advice from the Sensory Support Service
Access to specialist equipment and resources where required

Individual Health Care Plans for pupils with medical needs

Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans (PEEPs) where appropriate

- Please see Equalities objectives and Policy for further information:
https://www.birchwoodprimary.co.uk/equalities/

Useful Websites

Suffolk Parent Carer Network https://spcn.org.uk/

Council for Disabled Children https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/
Special Needs Jungle https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/

Dyslexia Foundationhttps://dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/

Young Minds https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
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