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Reading is a complex area of learning and supports every aspect of school life
and the wider world. Along with writing and maths, reading is one of the
fundamental learning areas that underpins all aspects of our lives. At Birchwood,
we use a variety of teaching methods which draw on both phonic and word
recognition skills. The reading level of children is carefully matched to a
challenging reading book where children can apply their learning in class.

At Birchwood, we follow the Oxford Reading Tree scheme of books which are
colour coded according to their level of difficulty. We also have a variety of other
scheme books to broaden children’s reading diet e.g. Rigby Rockets/Ginn which
are levelled according to the Oxford Reading Tree colours and number levels.
These texts range from picture books with a few words for our very youngest
reader, to more challenging I [
texts and content as children | geception  Primary 1 | 4-5 years old
move through the key stages.
Throughout the scheme,
children will encounter an
increasing range of fiction,
non-fiction and poetry books
carefully matched to their
reading level.

Year 1 [ Primary 2 5-6 years old

Year 2 [ Pimary 3 6-7 years old

Brown

Year 3 [ Primary 4 7-8 years old
All books are colour coded

according to their level of
difficulty and carefully |year4/primarys |8-9yearsold
matched to the phonetic level
of the child_in the earlier |Years/Primary6 | 9-10years old
coloured level books, then '
ordered according to level of
reading comprehension skill required. Throughout reading, our children

Year 6 [ Primary 7 10-11 years old
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Millions - Frank Cottrell Boyce i
Twe brothers, Demion end Anfheny, are unwittingly cought o in o train N:bhm-,“
during Britain’s cauntdewn o joining the Euwra, Suddenly finding themsehies with o
wost emount of cash, the boys have just one glerious, appalleg dilemma - how T
spend it in the few days befare it becames worthless, Tern between the vices of
buying & millisn pizzes end the uirtues of ending warld paverty, the beys sosr
digcover that being rich is o mog’s game, Far kot enly is the clock ticking - thef]
bungling bank robbers ere closing im too, §
Pizzas er World Peace - what would yeo choase? 4

Snowglobe - Amy Wilson b+
When daydreamer Clementing discavers & mysterius hause standing in the mid
of town that wos rever there befare, she is pulled tewards it by the pewerful sense’
of amather she never knew. The place is full of snowglobes, swirking with sra-suné
snew and each conteining o Trepped megicion, watched ever by Gan, the biffens
leeper of the house, One of these i3 Dylon, & boy who teases her in the real werl 42
butt whe is new desperate fer her help. So Clem venfures info the snowglebes 3
reseuing Dylan and discawering her own powerful commection 1o the magic of thesed
thousand weelds, Vewing to releose the magicions frem the confral of thei
enchantments, Clem unkrowingly unleashes o struggle for power that will nat onl ”
put her family, bot the future of magic itself i donger

Who Let The Gods Out? - Maz Evans P

@

Elliat's mum s il and kis home is under threat, but a shea ting star crashes to earth
and changes his life ferever, The stor |5 Virge - o yeung Zaciac goddess em o
migshan, But the pair accidentolly relesse Thomates, & wicked death dogme
imprisaned beneath Stonehenge. and must then turn te The ed Olymesan gads far]
bielp, After centuries of cushy retirement an eseth, are Zaus and his crew up tad
the tesk af saving the world < and selving Ellet' s problems toa?

Eren - Simon Clarke 4
Peaple are keeping secrets frem O, His mem has breught him te stey with hismm‘
and uncle in the caumtryside, but nobody will tell him wivy his ded isn't with them
Where is be? Hes samething hoppened? Ol hes @ hundred questians, but then hegd
finds a seceet of his own: ke discevers the creature that lives in the attic Erengd
Eren is not humen, Eren 15 hungry fer steries. Eren hes been waiting fer himg)
Shering his steries with Eren, Oli starts To meke sense of what's happeningd:
dewnstairs with his family, But what If is0 trap? Seen, O must moke o chaice
learn the trath - or abandan himself ta Erenis world, farever., 5

Skycirous - Peter Bunzl o
Wher o travellirg shpcingus arrines in Brockenbeidge, Lily and Robert con't wolt 1o
step abeard,. But fhere's samething cinister chaut the hybrid children whe appeard:
as part of the act, And before Lily and Bobert can do amything, they' re cophure

by shacdowy Figures and whished of f in the mysiericus flying circus To samewhe E;
far. for owey... Treockery, tight -repes and teichiery conbine in this incredible “».12
Cogheart adventure. 4
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complete a range of reading challenge activities that we have brdqseg—designed
to put reading knowledge into practise through a series of fun activities.

Once the children have worked their way
through our reading scheme, particularly
Years 5 and 6, they begin the Birchwood
Go For Gold reading challenge. This is list
of carefully selected and highly-
challenging books and stories to continue
to challenge the reading skills of our
ablest readers. These key texts include a
wide selection of children’s classics such
as The Hobbit, The Railway Children, The
Chronicles of Narnia and some modern

releases such as The Necklace of Raindrops, Where Monsters Lie and Dream
Snatcher. This way we can eEnsure children have access to high quality reading
materials enables readers at Birchwood to sharpen their reading ability at every

Alongside our reading scheme, where children read texts carefully selected at
their level, children have access to a ‘love of reading’ book available in class and
from our extensive library. Children have free access to a love of reading book
at any time — this is selected by children based on their own interests and can
be fiction, non-fiction or poetry. Children have free access to these books
through their own class selection and also during their library time once a week.

The final key text children encounter is their termly class text. These books
underpin the entire curriculum for each year group and are rotated on a termly
2-year cycle. These texts are high quality classic and modern children’s
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literature; every child has access to their own copy of the text which is used to
drive learning in class and also the WoW Curriculum. In EYFS and KS1 these texts
take the form of a whole class text, KS2 children are then given their own copy
to for the term. Some of these exciting books include Stig of the Dump, Boy in
the Tower, Holes and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

F.A.Q.s

Does my child need to read all of the books in their band before moving on to the next level?

No, they do not. The children are miscued regularly to assess their reading level in order to
match their book to their level. This means they will move on to the next band when they are
ready.

How often should I listen to my child read at home?

At Birchwood, we advocate that children should be reading for at least 20 minutes every day.
This could be their class text, their levelled reading book or their love of reading book. Every
time you listen to your child read, please record anything relevant e.g. words they struggled
on, questions asked etc.

How many times should my child read their book before it is changed?

In EYFS/KS1 and Lower KS2, we encourage children to read through their book at least twice
before it is changed. This is important because the second time round children can really focus
in on key features as they will have read the story through once already. This also gives them
another chance to encounter any challenges they faced the first time reading it through.

Does my child just have to read books from school or can they read books that we have at
home?

It is important that children are reading books based on their interests and books they can
select themselves. However, we also encourage reading level books alongside a ‘love of
reading’” book as this helps children build their phonetic knowledge as well as their
understanding of language.

Why is my child not a ‘free reader’ anymore?
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Once the children in Upper KS2 have completed the levelled scheme, the Go For Gold scheme
is designed to continue challenging the most able readers. The scheme comes with a list of
the books and a blurb so the children are able to self-select their new reading material. This
means that throughout the school, all children will have a ‘reading challenge’ book and a ‘love
of reading’ book.
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