
 

 

 

 

Reading is a complex area of learning and supports every aspect of school life 

and the wider world. Along with writing and maths, reading is one of the 

fundamental learning areas that underpins all aspects of our lives. At Birchwood, 

we use a variety of teaching methods which draw on both phonic and word 

recognition skills. The reading level of children is carefully matched to a 

challenging reading book where children can apply their learning in class.  

 

At Birchwood, we follow the Oxford Reading Tree scheme of books which are 

colour coded according to their level of difficulty. We also have a variety of other 

scheme books to broaden children’s reading diet e.g. Rigby Rockets/Ginn which 

are levelled according to the Oxford Reading Tree colours and number levels. 

These texts range from picture books with a few words for our very youngest 

reader, to more challenging 

texts and content as children 

move through the key stages. 

Throughout the scheme, 

children will encounter an 

increasing range of fiction, 

non-fiction and poetry books 

carefully matched to their 

reading level.  

 

All books are colour coded 

according to their level of 

difficulty and carefully 

matched to the phonetic level 

of the child in the earlier 

coloured level books, then 

ordered according to level of 

reading comprehension skill required. Throughout reading, our children 
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complete a range of reading challenge activities that we have are[SC1] designed 

to put reading knowledge into practise through a series of fun activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

Once the children have worked their way 

through our reading scheme, particularly 

Years 5 and 6, they begin the Birchwood 

Go For Gold reading challenge. This is list 

of carefully selected and highly-

challenging books and stories to continue 

to challenge the reading skills of our 

ablest readers. These key texts include a 

wide selection of children’s classics such 

as The Hobbit, The Railway Children, The 

Chronicles of Narnia and some modern 

releases such as The Necklace of Raindrops, Where Monsters Lie and Dream 

Snatcher. This way we can eEnsure children have access to high quality reading 

materials enables readers at Birchwood to sharpen their reading ability at every 

level.  

 

Alongside our reading scheme, where children read texts carefully selected at 

their level, children have access to a ‘love of reading’ book available in class and 

from our extensive library. Children have free access to a love of reading book 

at any time – this is selected by children based on their own interests and can 

be fiction, non-fiction or poetry. Children have free access to these books 

through their own class selection and also during their library time once a week.  

 

The final key text children encounter is their termly class text. These books 

underpin the entire curriculum for each year group and are rotated on a termly 

2-year cycle. These texts are high quality classic and modern children’s 



literature; every child has access to their own copy of the text which is used to 

drive learning in class and also the WoW Curriculum. In EYFS and KS1 these texts 

take the form of a whole class text, KS2 children are then given their own copy 

to for the term. Some of these exciting books include Stig of the Dump, Boy in 

the Tower, Holes and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  

 

F.A.Q.s 

 

Does my child need to read all of the books in their band before moving on to the next level? 

No, they do not. The children are miscued regularly to assess their reading level in order to 

match their book to their level. This means they will move on to the next band when they are 

ready. 

 

How often should I listen to my child read at home? 

At Birchwood, we advocate that children should be reading for at least 20 minutes every day. 

This could be their class text, their levelled reading book or their love of reading book. Every 

time you listen to your child read, please record anything relevant e.g. words they struggled 

on, questions asked etc.  

 

How many times should my child read their book before it is changed? 

In EYFS/KS1 and Lower KS2, we encourage children to read through their book at least twice 

before it is changed. This is important because the second time round children can really focus 

in on key features as they will have read the story through once already. This also gives them 

another chance to encounter any challenges they faced the first time reading it through.  

 

Does my child just have to read books from school or can they read books that we have at 

home? 

It is important that children are reading books based on their interests and books they can 

select themselves. However, we also encourage reading level books alongside a ‘love of 

reading’ book as this helps children build their phonetic knowledge as well as their 

understanding of language.  

 

Why is my child not a ‘free reader’ anymore? 



Once the children in Upper KS2 have completed the levelled scheme, the Go For Gold scheme 

is designed to continue challenging the most able readers. The scheme comes with a list of 

the books and a blurb so the children are able to self-select their new reading material. This 

means that throughout the school, all children will have a ‘reading challenge’ book and a ‘love 

of reading’ book. 


