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 Reception Year 1 
 

Year 2 
 

Year 3  
 

Year 4 Year 5  Year 6 

Skill: 
 
Word level 
 

I know that letters make sounds 

and that words are made up of 

sounds. 

 

I can read Phase 2 phonemes – 

saying the sounds for each 

grapheme. 

 

I can apply my Phase 3 phonic 

knowledge to help me decode 

unknown words when reading. 

 

I can read vc and cvc words 

made up of known sounds. 

 

I can read some tricky words. 

 

I can read simple phrases made 

up of known sounds. 

 

I can hear, say and write the 

initial sound in words by 

myself. 

I can apply phonic knowledge to 
decode words and speedily read all 
40+ letters/groups for 40+ phonemes. 
 
I can read accurately by blending 
taught GPCs. 
 
I can read common exception words, 
also those containing 
common suffixes (-s, -es, -ing, -ed, 
etc.). 
 
I can read multi-syllable words 
containing taught GPCs. 
 
I can read contractions and 
understand the use of and apostrophe.  
 
I can read aloud phonically-decodable 
texts.  
 
I can read Schema words and know 
what these mean 
 
 

I can secure my phonic decoding until 
reading is fluent. 
 
I can read accurately by blending, 
including alternative sounds for 
graphemes. 
 
I can read multi-syllable words containing 
these graphemes. 
 
I can read common suffixes, read 
exception words and note any unusual 
correspondences. 
 
I can read most words quickly & 
accurately without overt sounding and 
blending. 
 
I can read Y1 and Y2 HF words. 
 
I can read Schema words and know what 
these mean – they can verbally use these 
words in context. 
 
 
 
 

I can read all of the Y2 HFW and most 
of the words from the Y3/4 spelling 
list. 
 
I can apply my growing knowledge of 
root words, prefixes and suffixes, both 
to read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words. 
 
I can read further exception words, 
noting the unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound, and 
where these occur in the word. 
 
I can read more challenging Schema 
words and know what these mean – 
they can confidently use these words 
in context both verbally and in their 
writing. 
 

I can read all of the words from the 
Y3/4 spelling list. 
 
I can apply my growing knowledge of 
root words, prefixes and suffixes, both 
to read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words. 
 
I can read further exception words, 
noting the unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound, and 
where these occur in the word. 
 
I can read more challenging Schema 
words and know what these mean – 
they can confidently use these words 
in context both verbally and in their 
writing. 
 

I can read most of the words from 
the Y5/6 spelling list.  
 
I can apply my growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and suffixes 
(morphology and etymology), both 
to read aloud and to understand 
the meaning of new words that I 
meet.  
 
I can transfer schema words across 
topics/subjects. 
 
I can read all Y5/6 common 
exception words and can point out 
the unusual relationships between 
spelling and sound in these words. 
 
 
 

I can apply my growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and suffixes 
(morphology and etymology), both 
to read aloud and to understand 
the meaning of new words that I 
meet.  
 
I can transfer schema words across 
topics/subjects. 
 
I can read all Y5/6 common 
exception words and can point out 
the unusual relationships between 
spelling and sound in these words. 
 
 
 

WTD I know the phoneme and matching 

grapheme for all the individual 

letters. 

I can blend known phonemes to 

read cvc words (real and alien 

words). 

I am beginning to recognise the 

Phase 2 tricky words. 

I can read simple captions with 

adult support. 

I can sequence pictures to help me 

retell a known story. 

 

Can apply phonic knowledge to 
decode words.  
Can most respond with the correct 
sound to some graphemes at Phase 3. 
Can read accurately with support by 
blending GPCs taught. 
Can read most CEWs from Phase 3. 
Can read some common suffixes and 
some multisyllable word containing 
taught GPCs at phase 4. 
Can read some common contractions. 

Can read slowly, but mostly accurately. 
Can slowly blend alternative sounds for 
graphemes. 
With support, can identify key syllables 
and may read these separately before 
combining to read a word.  
Can read word with some common 
suffixes.  
Can read some CEWs. 
Can read most familiar words with some 
accuracy, but still relies on blending.  

Can sometimes apply their knowledge 
of morphemes to read aloud and 
attempt to make sense of new words.  
Can read some exception words with 
support.  
 

Can use knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to identify the 
meaning of unfamiliar words.  
 
Can read a range of exception words 
using approximate pronunciation. 

With support, can apply 
knowledge of language to work out 
unfamiliar words and sometimes 
make sense of new words met.  

Can use knowledge of a wider 
range of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes to identify the meaning of 
unfamiliar words.  

EXP I have a secure knowledge of 

the Phase 3 consonant and 

vowel digraphs. 

I am developing a knowledge 

of the Phase 4 adjacent 

consonants. 

I can read all the Phase 2,3 

and 4 tricky words. 

Can speedily respond to graphemes at 
Phase 5 e.g. ee, ar  
Can read accurately by blending 
taught GPCs at phase 5. 
Can read most CEWs at Phase 5. 
Can read all common suffixes e.g. -s, -
es, -ing, -ed 
Can read most multi syllable words 
containing taught GPCs at Phase 5. 
Can read contractions e.g. I’m, I’ll, 
can’t 

Can read fluently with secure decoding. 
Can automatically and accurately read 
alternative sounds for graphemes e.g. 
/er/ and /ir/ 
Can read words with almost all common 
suffixes e.g. -ment, -ness, -ful 
Can read almost all CEWs noting unusual 
correspondences e.g. pretty, prove, 
whole 
Can read most familiar words without 
undue hesitation without over sounding.  

Can apply their knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes to read 
aloud and understand the meaning of 
new words. 
Can read further exception words 
with unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound e.g. 
calendar, guide, heart 
 

Can use knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to understand 
new words with minimal impact on 
the fluency of their reading.  
 
Can use their understanding of 
unusual spelling-sound 
correspondences to choose the most 
appropriate pronunciation of a word 
e.g. business, separate, surprise. 
 
 

Can read aloud and understand the 
meaning of words met across a 
wide range of texts.  
 
Can decode most new words 
outside spoken vocabulary making 
a good approximation of 
pronunciation.  

Can use knowledge of a wider 
range of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes to understand new words 
with minimal impact on fluency. 
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I can read sentences with 

increasing fluency consistent 

with my phonic knowledge 

and developing sight 

vocabulary (eg; not needing 

to ‘sound out’ every word). 

I am beginning to use 

expression when reading out 

loud. 

I demonstrate a good 

understanding of stories by 

retelling them in my own 

words. 

I can use our ‘Dinosaurs and 

all that Rubbish’ fancy pants 

words accurately in play and 

talk (carnivore, erupt). 

I can re-read my writing to 

check what I need to write 

next and that my writing 

makes sense. 

GDS  Can decode words, apply phonic 
knowledge confidently when 
encountering a new word. 
Can respond speedily with the correct 
sound to Phase 5 graphemes in a 
range of contexts.  
Can read fluently and accurately 
blending taught GPCs and beyond. 
Can automatically read all CEWs at 
Phase 5. 
Can read common suffixes with 
confidence. 
Can confidently read multi syllable 
words containing taught GPCs at 
Phase 5. 
Can automatically read contractions 
and words with apostrophes.  

Can fluently read with automatic 
decoding. 
Can accurately and rapidly read multi-
syllable words. 
Can quickly and accurately read words 
with all common suffixes. 
Can quickly and accurately read all CEWs 
noting unusual correspondences. 
Can read almost all familiar words 
without hesitation and without overt 
sounding or blending.  

Can read aloud accurately and make 
sense of new words with confidence. 
Can read a range of exception words 
with confidence, explaining links 
between spelling and sounds.  

Can use their knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes to 
fluently read and interpret new words 
in the context of what is being read. 
 
Can decode most new words outside 
their spoken vocabulary making a 
good approximation of the word. 
 
Can read a range of exception words 
with appropriate pronunciation with 
minimal impact on fluency.  

Can use knowledge of learnt 
language to approach new words 
with confidence, finding meaning 
and pronouncing accurately.  

Can use knowledge of a wider 
range of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes to read fluently and 
interpret new words in the context 
of what is being read.  

        

Speaking 
and 
Listening 
 

I can hear and say the initial 

sound in words (eg. pen begins 

with p). 

 

I can recognise some of the 

Phase 2 letters (satpmind for 

example) and can say the 

matching phoneme. 

I can speak clearly so that 

others can easily understand 

me. 

 

I listen and discuss what I have read, 
including poems, stories and non-
fiction books. 
 
I listen and respond appropriately to 
adults and their peers. 
 
I ask relevant questions to extend their 
understanding and knowledge. 

Through philosophy sessions, I can 
discuss and express my opinion about a 
wide range of genres at a level beyond 
that at which I can read on my own. 
 
I listen, discuss and can say what I think 
about poems, stories and non-fiction 
books I have read. 
 
I use relevant strategies to build their 
vocabulary. 
 
I can articulate and justify answers, 
arguments and opinions. 
 
I can explain and discuss my 
understanding of books, poems and other 

Through philosophy sessions, I can 
discuss and express my opinion about 
a wide range of genres at a level 
beyond that at which I can read on my 
own. 
 
 
I can show you I have understood an 
increasing wide range of texts I have 
read. 
 
I can recommend books I have read to 
my peers, giving reasons for my 
choices. 
 
 
I check what I am reading makes sense 
by talking about it. 

Through philosophy sessions, I can 
discuss and express my opinion about 
a wide range of genres at a level 
beyond that at which I can read on my 
own. 
 
 
I can show you I have understood an 
increasing wide range of texts I have 
read. 
 
I can recommend books I have read to 
my peers, giving reasons for my 
choices. 
 
 
I check what I am reading makes sense 
by talking about it. 

I continue to read and discuss an 
increasingly wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books as well as text 
books. 
 
I check my understanding of books I 
have read through discussion and 
exploring the meaning of words.  
 
I participate in discussions about 
books I have read, or those that 
have been read to me by listening 
to others' ideas and at times 
challenging views courteously if 
they differ from my own. 
 

I continue to read and discuss an 
increasingly wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books as well as text 
books. 
 
I check my understanding of books I 
have read through discussion and 
exploring the meaning of words.  
 
I participate in discussions about 
books I have read, or those that 
have been read to me by listening 
to others' ideas and at times 
challenging views courteously if 
they differ from my own. 
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I can listen to a whole story 

and talk about the pictures. 

 

I can listen carefully and know 

why it is important to do so. 

 

I can use complete sentences in 

everyday talk. 

 

I can engage in story times and 

retell our class texts. 

 

I can listen to and learn rhymes, 

poems and songs. 

material that I have listened to and those 
that I have read.  

 
I can take turns when discussing books 
I have read, or had read to me and 
listen to what others have to say. 
 
I can give well-structured descriptions, 
explanations and narratives for 
different purposes, including for 
expressing feelings. 
 
I maintain attention and participate 
actively in collaborative conversations, 
staying on topic and initiating and 
responding to comments. 
 

 
I can take turns when discussing books 
I have read, or had read to me and 
listen to what others have to say. 
 
I can discuss advanced topical themes 
from my reading.  
 
I can give well-structured descriptions, 
explanations and narratives for 
different purposes, including for 
expressing feelings. 
 
I maintain attention and participate 
actively in collaborative conversations, 
staying on topic and initiating and 
responding to comments. 
 

I can recommend books I have read 
to my peers, giving reasons for my 
choices. 
 
I can present or debate on topics I 
have read about, using notes if 
necessary. 
 
I can discuss and share words and 
phrases that capture the reader’s 
interest and imagination. 
 
I can identify how language, 
structure and presentation all 
contribute to meaning.  

I can recommend books I have read 
to my peers, giving reasons for my 
choices. 
 
I can present or debate on topics I 
have read about, using notes if 
necessary. 
 
I can identify how language, 
structure and presentation all 
contribute to meaning. 
 
I can discuss and consider the 
impact language, including 
figurative, has an impact on the 
reader.  

WTD With support pupils can recognise 
the initial sound in words. 
 
With support, pupils can recognise 
P2 letters including matching 
phoneme. 
 
With adult support, pupils can 
listen to a story with some 
engagement. 
 
Can sometimes listen to and learn 
parts of rhymes, poems and songs.  

Can listen attentively to a wide range 
of poems, stories and non-fiction. 
Can sometimes contribute relevant 
ideas to discussion. Can, with support, 
begin to recall some basic features. 
With support, can answer some how 
and why questions. 
Can make some suggestions about 
what will happen next based on what 
they have read so far.  
Can sometimes contribute ideas to a 
discussion with prompts.  
With support, can express views 
about events or characters.  

With support, can listen to and discuss 
views about a range of poetry, stories 
and non-fiction at a level beyond which 
they can read independently.  
With support, can recount the main 
events of a wide range of texts. 

Can listen attentively and sometimes 
respond with relevant comments to 
range of fiction and non-fiction. 
With support, can read aloud and 
perform poems and play scripts with 
some understanding or intonation, 
tone and volume. 
Pupil can, with support, discuss their 
reading of age appropriate texts in 
groups and whole class, following 
agreed class rules for group talk (turn 
taking and listening) 

Can listen attentively, discuss and 
give opinions of range of fiction and 
non-fiction. 
 
Can accurately retell the main events 
of a wide range of age-appropriate 
texts. 
 
With support, can discuss their 
reading of a text in a group or whole 
class, following agreed rules of turn 
taking.  
 

With support, can read and discuss 
a widening range of fiction and 
non-fiction, sometimes expressing 
views and preferences.  
 
With support, can discuss some 
themes and conventions across 
appropriate texts. 
 
Can read aloud and perform age-
appropriate poems and playscripts 
using intonation, tone and 
volumes.  

With support, can share their 
opinion about age-appropriate 
books read independently and on 
occasions make recommendations 
to peers giving reasons. 
 
With support, can take part in a 
discussion about books they have 
read, taking turns, listening to and 
building on ideas when challenging 
and being challenged.  
 
With support, can recognise key 
points, justify opinions and 
sometimes offer coherent evidence 
to support it.  
 
With support, can prepare, read 
aloud and perform poems and play 
scripts with understanding of 
intonation, tones and volume.  
 

EXP Can recognise phase 2 letters and 
matching phonemes. 
 
Can speak clearly so others can 
understand me easily. 
 
Can listen to a whole story 
including responding to the 
pictures and images. 
 
Pupils can understand the 
importance of listening and model 
this.  
 
Pupils can actively listen to stories, 
engage in story time. 
 
Can listen and recite poems, 
rhymes and stories that they have 
listened to.  

Can listen attentively to a wide range 
of poems, stories and non-fictions, 
including contributing ideas and 
thoughts to discussion. 
Can recall a few basic features of age-
appropriate stories. 
Can demonstrate enthusiasm for 
listening and responding to rhymes 
and poems. 
Can discuss the link between text, 
title and events in a story.  

Can listening to and discuss views about 
a wider range of poetry, stories and non-
fiction beyond a level at which they can 
read. 
Can independently and accurately 
recount the main events in a wide range 
of age-appropriate stories, fairy stories 
and traditional tales.  

Can listen attentively and participate 
in discussion about a wider range of 
longer and more challenging fiction, 
plays, poetry expressing views and 
opinion. 
 
Pupil can usually discuss their reading 
of age-appropriate texts in groups 
and whole class, following agreed 
class rules for group talk (turn taking 
and listening): e.g. takes part in 
whole-class discussions after a shared 
read and participates in guided 
reading sessions, building on what 
others say, challenging others 
courteously and being challenged and 
responding appropriately in turn. 

Can listen attentively and participate 
in discussion about a wider range of 
longer and more challenging texts, 
expressing views and preferences.  
 
Can accurately retell a wide range of 
appropriate texts providing detail 
which in interesting. 
 
Can usually discuss their 
understanding of a text in groups and 
whole class by following agreed rules 
or turn taking.  

Can discuss a widening range of 
longer and more challenging texts 
they have read, expressing views 
and preferences using the text to 
justify their opinions.  
 
Can recognise and discuss themes 
and conventions across 
appropriate texts, explaining in 
context. 
 
Can prepare, read aloud and 
perform age-appropriate poems 
and play scripts showing 
understanding of intonation, tone, 
volume. 

Can usually share their opinions 
about books they have read 
independently and usually make 
appropriate recommendations to 
their peers, giving reasons for their 
choices. 
 
Can usually take part in discussion 
about age appropriate books read, 
listening to and building on ideas 
when challenged and being 
challenged e.g. suggesting 
alternative interpretations of an 
idea. 
 
Can give thorough explanation on 
an opinion considering both sides 
of an argument. 
Can justify views by offering 
coherent evidence to support.  
 
Can select and learn by heart an 
increasing range of poems.  
 
Can prepare, read aloud and 
perform age-appropriate poems 



Progression of skills knowledge and understanding document  - Reading 

and play scripts showing 
understanding of intonation, tone, 
volume so as to gain and maintain 
the attention of an audience.  
 

GDS  Can listen for a sustained period of 
time to longer poems and stories. 
Contributes confidently to a number 
of relevant ideas. 
Can identify detailed similarities and 
differences between their own 
experiences. 
Can quickly identify predictable 
phrases in a text and almost always 
joins in. 
Demonstrate enthusiasms for 
listening and responding to rhymes 
and poems. 
Can confidently answer how and why 
questions about what they have read.  
Can discuss the link between text, 
title and events using some specific 
examples from the text. 
 

Can listen to, discuss and express views, 
justifying opinions about a wide range of 
classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at 
a level beyond at which they can read 
independently. 
Can independently and accurately 
recount the main events across a wide 
range of age-appropriate stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales in order and 
with detail.  

Can listen to a wide range of fiction 
and non-fiction including unfamiliar 
texts and whole books. 
Can demonstrate enthusiasm to 
prepare and perform poems and play 
scripts and shows understanding 
through appropriate intonation, tone, 
volume and action. 
 
Pupil can almost always discuss their 
reading of age appropriate texts in 
groups and whole class, following 
agreed class rules for group talk (turn 
taking and listening).   

Can discuss their preference when 
reading fiction and non-fiction by 
drawing on and comparing examples. 
 
Can accurately retell a wide range of 
age-appropriate stories including 
phrases from the text show familiarity 
and understanding (with a level of 
detail)  
 
Can always discuss their reading of a 
text in whole class and group 
discussion by following agreed rules 
of turn taking.  

Can read and discuss a widening 
range of texts including unfamiliar 
texts and whole books. 
 
Can confidently identify and 
discuss themes and conventions in 
a wide range of age-appropriate 
texts.   
 
Can confidently prepare, read 
aloud and perform age appropriate 
poetry and play scripts using 
intonation, tone and volume so 
that the meaning is usually clear to 
an audience. 

Can confidently share their 
opinions about books they have 
read independently and make 
appropriate recommendation to 
their peers, giving reasons for their 
choices. 
 
Can confidently take part in 
discussions about books they have 
read taking turns listening to ideas, 
supporting peers and challenging 
alternative views of content read. 
 
Can present points clearly and 
thoroughly, considering conflicting 
opinions. Can justify point of view 
by offering coherent evidence to 
support.   
 
Can confidently prepare, read 
aloud and perform poetry and play 
scripts using intonation, tone and 
volume in order to gain and 
maintain the attention of an 
audience.  

Recall I can tell you about my 

favourite stories. 

 

I can learn new fancy pants 

words and use them through 

the day (diurnal, hibernate, 

Rangoli, nativity for example). 

I can tell you about stories I have 
worked on in class and re-tell them to 
my teacher. 
 
I recognise and join in with predictable 
phrases. 
 
I can explain clearly my understanding 
of what is read to me. 

When I read, I am able to tell you about 
things in the order they happen and if 
they are connected. 
 
I can explain and discuss my 
understanding of books, poems and other 
material, both those that I listen to and 
those I read myself. 

I am able to choose from a range of 
books that are set out differently but 
give me the information I require. 
 
I ask questions to help me understand 
more about a book. 
 
I can discuss words and phrases that 
capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination. 
 
I can identify how language and 
structure contribute to meaning.  

I am able to choose from a range of 
books that are set out differently but 
give me the information I require. 
 
I ask questions to help me understand 
more about a book. 
 
I can discuss words and phrases that 
capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination. 
 
I can identify how language and 
structure contribute to meaning.  

I understand what I read, even 
though books are set out in 
different ways and are written for 
different purposes. 
 
I can learn a wider range of poems 
by heart. 
 
I can identify how language 
structure and presentation 
contributes to meaning. 
 
I can evaluate and recall how an 
authors’ use of language, including 
figurative language, has an impact 
on the reader.  
 

I understand what I read, even 
though books are set out in 
different ways and are written for 
different purposes. 
 
I can learn a wider range of poems 
by heart. 
 
I can identify how language 
structure and presentation 
contributes to meaning. 
 
I can evaluate and recall how an 
authors’ use of language, including 
figurative language, has an impact 
on the reader.  
 

Explain and 
Justify 

 I like to join in when the teacher is 
telling certain stories. 
 
I can ask and answer questions about a 
text. 
 
I can explain and discuss 
understanding of texts.  
 
I can discuss the significance of the 
title and events. 
 
I can check that the text makes sense 
to me as I read. 
 
I can explain clearly my understanding 
of what I read to me.  

I can tell you about all the different 
stories I have read. 
 
I can discuss the sequence of events in 
books and how items of information are 
related. 
 
I can discuss and clarify the meanings of 
words, linking new meanings to known 
vocabulary. 
 
I can discuss my favourite words and 
phrases. 
 
I can draw on what I already know or on 
background information and vocabulary 
provided by the teacher. 
 

I can talk about different types of 
stories I have read. 
 
I can tell what the main ideas in a book 
are from reading a number of 
paragraphs. 
 
I can begin to use a dictionary to check 
the meaning of new words. 
 
I understand that the way books are 
set out help the reader to identify the 
meaning. 
 
I can check that the text makes sense 
to me, discussing my understanding 
and explaining the meaning of words 
in context. 
 

I can talk about different types of 
stories I have read. 
 
I can tell what the main ideas in a book 
are from reading a number of 
paragraphs. 
 
I can independently use a dictionary to 
check the meaning of new words. 
 
I understand that the way books are 
set out help the reader to identify the 
meaning. 
 
I can check that the text makes sense 
to me, discussing my understanding 
and explaining the meaning of words 
in context. 
 

I am able to identify and discuss 
themes and conventions in and 
across a wide range of writing. 
 
I can ask questions about what I 
have read to further improve my 
understanding. 
 
I am able to justify my views. 
 
I can make comparisons within and 
across books I have read. 
 
I check my understanding of books I 
have read through discussion and 
exploring the meaning of words. 
 

I am able to identify and discuss 
themes and conventions in and 
across a wide range of writing. 
 
I can ask questions about what I 
have read to further improve my 
understanding. 
 
I am able to justify my views. 
 
I can make comparisons within and 
across books I have read. 
 
I check my understanding of books I 
have read through discussion and 
exploring the meaning of words. 
 

I can explain and discuss my 

understanding of what I have read, 
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I can check that the text makes sense to 
me as I read and correct inaccurate 
reading. 
 
 
 

I can ask questions to improve my 
understanding of a text. 
 
I can identify main ideas drawn from 
more than one paragraph and 
summarising these. 
 
 

I can ask questions to improve my 
understanding of a text. 
 
I can identify main ideas drawn from 
more than one paragraph and 
summarising these. 
 
 

I can debate issues raised by what I 

have read and provide justification 

for my views. 

 

 

I can summarise the main ideas 
drawn from more than one 
paragraph, identifying key details to 
support the main ideas. 
 

 

including through formal 

presentations and debates, 

maintaining a focus on the topic 

and using notes where necessary. 

 

I can provide seasoned justifications 

for my views. 

 

I can summarise the main ideas 
drawn from more than one 
paragraph, identifying key details to 
support the main ideas. 
 

 

Inference 
and 
deduction 

 I can tell you about why a character 
does or says some things. 
 
I can predict what happens next based 
on what I have read so far. 
 
I like to predict what happens next 
based on what I have read so far. 
 
I can explain what has happened in the 
story someone has just read to me. 
 
I check what I am reading makes sense 
as I am reading. 
 
I can predict what might happen based 
on what I have read so far.  

I understand the books I can read. 
 

I can tell you why certain things happen 

in a book or why a character says the 

things they do. 

 

I can answer and ask questions about 
what I have read. 
 
I like to guess what happens next in a 
story, using what I already know has gone 
on before. 
 
I can recognise simple language patterns 
in stories and poems. 
 
I can predict what might happen based 
on what I have read so far.  

I use evidence from different parts of 
the text to support my inferences such 
as showing characters' feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions across the story. 
 
I use evidence from different parts of 
the text to support my inferences such 
as showing characters' feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions across the story. 
 
I can predict events in stories from 
what I have read. 
 
I can use non-fiction books to find out 
about things. 
 
I can tell what the main ideas in a book 
are from reading a number of 
paragraphs. 
 
 
I can identify different themes and 
conventions in a wide range of books I 
read. 
 

I use evidence from different parts of 
the text to support my inferences such 
as showing characters' feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions across the story. 
 
I use evidence from different parts of 
the text to support my inferences such 
as showing characters' feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions across the story. 
 
I can predict events in stories from 
what I have read and justify inferences 
with evidence from the text. 
 
I can tell what the main ideas in a book 
are from reading a number of 
paragraphs. 
 
I can identify different themes and 
conventions in a wide range of books I 
read. 
 

I show my understanding of what I 
have read by drawing inferences 
from within the text and justifying 
them with evidence. 
 
From my reading, I can predict what 
may happen in a story from details 
given and suggested in the text. 
 
I am able to identify key details and 
ideas in texts by summarising a 
given number of paragraphs I have 
read. 
 
I know authors use particular 
language which will have impact on 
me, the reader. 
 
I can draw inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justify with evidence.  
 
I can begin to confidently use 
knowledge of inference in my own 
work.  

I show my understanding of what I 
have read by drawing inferences 
from within the text and justifying 
them with evidence. 
 
From my reading, I can predict what 
may happen in a story from details 
given and suggested in the text. 
 
I am able to identify key details and 
ideas in texts by summarising a 
given number of paragraphs I have 
read. 
 
I know authors use particular 
language which will have impact on 
me, the reader. 
 
I can draw inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justify with evidence.  
 
I can make sensible and advanced 
predictions about what is stated 
and implied in a text based on my 
own knowledge. 
 
I can use knowledge of inference in 
my own work.  

WTD  Pupil can, with support, recall some 
basic features of age-appropriate key 
stories, fairy stories and traditional 
tales. 
 
With support, can draw on existing 
vocabulary to speculate on the 
meaning of new words they 
encounter. 
 
With support, show some inference at 
a basic level. 
 
Can make suggestions about what will 
happen next based on previous 
events or their own experience. 
 
With support, can express a view on 
events or characters in a story. 

With support, can recognise simple 
recurring literary language in stories and 
poetry e.g. Once upon a time. 
 
Can recall a limited selection of poems 
and recite some parts. 
 
With support, can discuss and clarify 
new meanings of words linking to known 
vocabulary e.g. the word ‘happy’ in 
‘unhappily’ 
 
With support, can discuss the order of 
events in books and explain how items 
of information are related. 
 
Can demonstrate their understanding by 
drawing on what they already know or 
background information. 
 

With support, can recall and retell the 
basic plot of some age-appropriate 
texts. 
 
With support, can recognise and 
discuss some key themes and 
conventions in a range of appropriate 
books. 
 
Can sometimes use a dictionary to 
check the meaning of words they 
have read. 
 
Can sometimes ask questions to 
improve their understanding of 
words/a text. 
 
Can recognise the main ideas in a 
paragraph and can sometimes 
summarise the content. 
 

Can accurately retell the main events 
of a wide range of texts. 
 
Can use experience of reading a range 
of texts to give examples of how 
books are structured differently. 
 
With support, can discuss examples of 
similar themes and conventions in a 
range of texts. 
 
With support, can use a dictionary to 
check the meaning of words 
encountered in reading. 
 
Can sometimes ask questions to 
improve their understanding when 
independently reading. 
 
With support, can recognise the main 
ideas in a paragraph and can 

With support, can make 
comparisons within and between 
books.  
 
With support, can recognise and 
discuss themes and conventions in 
age-appropriate texts. 
 
Can sometimes ask themselves 
questions to improve their 
understanding when reading 
appropriate texts.  
 
With support, can recognise the 
main points of a paragraph and 
sometimes summarise the content 
of these.  
 
With support, can draw inferences 
from a text and explain their 
thinking, using the text to support 
their opinions. 

With support, can use the 
experience of reading a range of 
books to give examples of how 
books are structured to suit a 
range of purposes. 
 
With support, can make 
comparisons between books and 
sometimes identify similarities and 
differences, themes and 
conventions. 
 
With support, can sometimes 
explore how the same word can 
have different meanings in 
context. 
 
Can sometimes ask questions to 
improve understanding when 
reading independently. 
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With support, can draw simple 
inferences on what is being said and 
done. 
 
Can sometimes modify their inferences 
by asking questions. 
 
Can make suggestions about what might 
happen next based on what has 
happened so far. 

With support, can sometimes draw 
inferences from independent reading 
and begin to explain thinking.  
 
Can sometimes read between the 
lines when independently reading and 
draw on similar experiences. 
 
With support can identify phrases of 
interest and distinctive language to 
show their understanding of how 
these can impact the reader. 

sometimes summarise the content of 
these. 
 
With support, can draw inferences 
from their reading and explain their 
thinking, using the text to support 
their opinions. 
 
Can occasionally read between the 
lines and draw on their own 
experiences of similar texts, 
sometimes identifying clues from the 
writer.  
 
Can sometimes identify words or 
phrases of interest or intrigue from 
their reason and explain why or how 
these might support the reader.  
 

 
Can begin to read between the 
lines of a text and draw on 
experiences of similar texts to 
make predictions and use clues 
that the writer has planted.  
 
Can identify figurative language, 
with support, the writer has 
chosen for impact and can 
sometimes discuss the effect on 
the reader.  

With some support, can recognise 
the main ideas in paragraphs and 
can sometimes summarise the 
content.  
 
Begins to draw inferences from 
independent reading using a single 
point in the text to support 
opinions. 
 
Can sometimes read between the 
lines and draw on experience of 
similar texts to make predictions.  
 
With support, can identify 
figurative language the writer has 
chosen for impact. 
With support, can identify 
distinctive language, structural and 
presentational features and 
demonstrate understanding of 
how these support a reader.  
 
 
 

EXP  Pupil can recall a few basic features of 
age-appropriate key stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales, retelling 
them in order and identifying some 
characteristics. 
 
Can usually draw on existing 
vocabulary to speculate the new 
meaning of a word. 
Can demonstrate simple inference 
based on what they have read. 
 
Can usually predict what might 
happen with responses linked to the 
characters. 
Can express views about events or 
characters and clearly explain their 
understanding. 

Can usually recognise simple recurring 
language in stories and poetry e.g. “I’ll 
huff and I’ll puff” 
 
Can discuss and clarify meanings of 
words usually linking new meanings to 
known vocabulary. 
 
Can usually discuss the order of events in 
books and explain how items of 
information are related.  
Can demonstrate their understanding by 
drawing on what they already know and 
background information. 
 
Can usually draw inferences based on 
what is being said and done. 
 
Ca usually modify their inferences by 
answering and asking questions. 

Can independently demonstrate their 
familiarity with a wide range of age-
appropriate texts, retelling some. 
 
Can identify and discuss themes and 
conventions in a wide range of age-
appropriate books.  
 
Can usually use a dictionary to check 
the meaning of words they have read.  
 
Can usually ask questions to improve 
their understanding when reading 
independently. 
 
Can identify the main ideas in a 
paragraph while summarising the 
main ideas in one or two sentences. 
 
Beginning to draw inferences from 
they have read, often correct but not 
always supported by the text. 
 
Can usually read between the lines 
when independently reading and 
draw on their experience of similar 
texts to make predictions. 
 
Can usually identify words or phrases 
of interest from their reading and 
explain why. 

Can use, select and read books that 
are structured in different ways for an 
appropriate purpose. 
 
Can accurately retell a wide range of 
texts providing appropriate detail.  
 
Can independently identify and 
discuss some themes and conventions 
in age-appropriate texts. 
 
Can independently use a dictionary to 
check the meanings of words 
encountered while reading.   
 
Can usually ask questions to improve 
their understanding when reading an 
age-appropriate text. 
 
Can identify the main ideas in a 
paragraph and summarise them in 
one or two sentences using key 
vocabulary. 
 
Can begin to draw inferences from 
the reading, often correct, but not 
always fully supported with reference 
to the text.  
 
Can usually read between the lines 
and draw on their own experiences of 
similar texts to predict what might 
happen next. Can identify and use 
clues planted by the writer.  
 
Can identify words, phrases and 
distinctive language of interest from 
their reading explain how these might 
help the reader. 

Can independently make 
comparisons within and between 
books, comparing characters, 
considering view the points of 
authors and characters. 
 
Can ask questions with increasing 
confidence to improve their 
understanding of a text when 
reading independently. 
 
Can recognise and discuss themes 
and conventions in age-
appropriate texts. 
 
When reading age-appropriate 
texts, can identify the main ideas 
in paragraphs and can usually 
summarise in their own word using 
vocabulary from the text.  
 
Can draw on inferences from a 
text, with increasing confidence, 
explaining thinking using the 
appropriate evidence to support 
their opinions. 
 
Can read between the lines of a 
text and draw on experiences from 
similar texts. Can identify clues 
from the writer to help predict 
what might happen next. 
 
Can identify distinctive and 
figurative language the writer has 
chosen for impact and discuss the 
impact of the reader.  

Can independently recognise and 
discuss the themes and 
conventions used in a wide range 
of texts. 
 
With increasing confidence, can 
explore how the same word can 
have different meanings in 
different contexts.  
 
Can usually ask questions to 
improve understanding when 
reading independently.  
 
Can independently identify the 
main ideas in a paragraph by 
summarising the main ideas.  
 
Can draw inferences from 
independent reading and explain 
thinking using evidence from the 
text to support.  
 
Can read between the lines and 
draw on experience of similar texts 
to predict what might happen, 
identifying clues planted by the 
writer.  
 
Can often identify language, 
including figurative language and 
discuss and evaluate the impact on 
the reader.  
 
Can identify distinctive language, 
structural and presentational 
features in independent reading 
and demonstrate how these help a 
reader to draw meaning.  
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GDS  Pupil can consistently recall features 
of age-appropriate key stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales, retelling 
in order with detail and story 
language. 
 
Can confidently draw on existing 
vocabulary to speculate the new 
meaning of a word and explain the 
link.  
 
Can use inference skills when 
discussing events and information in 
the text using evidence.  
 
Can readily predict what might 
happen with responses linked to the 
story and characters.  
 
Can express views about events or 
characters and confidently explain 
their understanding of what is being 
read to them.  

Can mostly recognise simple recurring 
language in stories and poetry e.g 
rhyming words and alliteration. 
 
Can discuss and clarify meanings of 
words by linking to known vocabulary. 
Can mostly discuss the order of events in 
books. 
 
Can demonstrate their understanding by 
drawing on what they already known 
and background information provided by 
the teacher.  
 
Can mostly draw inferences based on 
what is being said and done, can also 
modify these by answering and asking 
questions. 
 
Can readily predict what might happen 
with responses linked to the story, 
characters and plot. 

Can confidently retell age-appropriate 
stories from a wide range of books. 
 
Can confidently identify and discuss 
themes and conventions in a range of 
age-appropriate books. 
 
Can routinely and effectively use a 
dictionary to the meaning of new 
words they encounter. 
 
Can ask questions to improve their 
understanding when reading 
independently. 
 
When reading independently, can 
identify ideas a paragraph and 
routinely summarise the content of 
these.  
 
Can draw confidently on inferences 
from the independent reading and 
justify with evidence from the text. 
 
Can read between the lines and draw 
on their experiences of a similar text 
to predict what might happen next, 
identifying clues from the writer. 
 
Can identify words or phrases that 
inspire and explain why.  
 

Can compare books that are 
structured differently and give 
opinions of how they effectively meet 
their purpose. 
 
Can accurately retell a wide range of 
texts showing familiarity and 
understanding through a level of 
detail.  
 
Can independently identify and 
discuss many themes and conventions 
in age-appropriate texts. 
 
Can automatically use a dictionary to 
check the meaning of words 
encountered while reading.  
 
Can ask themselves questions to 
improve their understanding when 
independently reading. 
 
When reading, can almost always 
identify the main ideas in paragraphs 
and confidently summarise the 
content of these.  
 
Can almost always draw inference 
from their reading and justify an 
opinion using evidence from the text. 
 
Can confidently read between the 
lines, using their experience and clues 
from the writer to predict what might 
happen next.  
 
Can confidently explain what words, 
phrases or distinctive language that 
intrigue or inspire and the effect on 
the reader.  

Can confidently and consistently 
make comparisons within and 
between books.  
 
Can recognise and discuss themes 
and conventions in a wide range of 
age-appropriate texts. 
 
Can confidently ask questions to 
improve their understanding of a 
text when independently reading.  
 
When reading age-appropriate 
texts, can always identify main 
ideas across paragraphs and 
routinely summarise the content of 
these using key information.  
 
Can confidently draw inferences 
from reading and justify opinions 
with solid evidence from the text 
to support.  
 
Can intuitively read between the 
lines and draw on experiences 
from a wide range of similar texts 
(some genre specific). Can use 
clues from the writer to make 
accurate predictions. 
 
Can confidently specific and 
distinctive language in a text for a 
chosen effect on the reader and 
discuss the impact it has on them 
as a reader. Can link this to  

Can confidently recognise and 
discuss themes and conventions 
used in a range of texts. 
 
Can often explore how the same 
word can have different meanings 
in different contexts, identifying 
alternative meanings. 
 
Can ask questions to improve 
understanding of independent 
reading. 
 
Can independently identify main 
ideas in paragraphs and produce 
clear summaries of ideas.  
 
Can confidently draw inferences 
from reading and justify opinions 
with evidence from the text. 
 
Can confidently read between the 
lines by drawing on their 
experience of similar texts in order 
to predict what might happen next 
using clues from the writer.  
 
Can identify language the writer 
has chosen from impact and 
discuss the impact of these on the 
reader.  
 
Can identify distinctive language, 
structural and presentational 
features and explain how these 
help a reader draw meaning from 
the text.  
 
 
 

Non-fiction 
 

I know that instructions tell you 
what to do.  
 

I know the difference between fiction 

and non-fiction books. 

I can begin to read non-fiction books 
that are structured in a different way 
to narrative. 

I can read non-fiction books that are 
structured in a different way to narrative.  

I understand that the way books are 
set out help the reader to identify the 
meaning. 
 
I can retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction, using titles, headings, 
subheadings and indexes. 
 
 
 
 

I understand that the way books are 
set out help the reader to identify the 
meaning. 
 
I can retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction, using titles, headings, 
subheadings and indexes. 

I can retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction. 
 
I can distinguish between 
statements of fact and opinion. 
 
 
 
 

I can retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction. 
 
I can distinguish between 
statements of fact and opinion. 
 
 
 
 

WTD 
 

 Begins to show interest in non-fiction 
books to retrieve information about 
topics of interest. 

Can distinguish non-fiction books from 
other books by beginning to identify 
features to help them locate 
information. 

Pupil can, with support, identify 
questions to be answered beforehand 
and use the specific features of age-
appropriate non-fiction texts on 
paper and on screen to answer them. 
Sometimes records information in a 
form that can be easily retrieved. 

With support, can identify questions 
to be answered beforehand and use 
the specific features of age-
appropriate non-fiction texts. 
 
 

With guidance, can sort between 
fact and opinion 

With support, can distinguish 
opinions from fact. 
 
Can question what has been read 
using evidence within the text. 
 
With support, can identify 
questions to be answered 
beforehand and can use specific 
features of the text in order to 
answer them. 
 

EXP 
 

 Begins to explain how non-fiction 
books can be used to retrieve 
information begins to identify simple 
features. 

Can explain how non-fiction books are 
used, independently identify key 
features and use these to help locate key 

Pupil can usually identify questions to 
be answered beforehand and use the 
specific features of age appropriate 
non-fiction texts on paper and on 

Can usually identify questions to be 
answers beforehand and use specific 
text features to locate information in 
a text. 

With growing confidence, can 
present information from a non-
fiction text, using specific 
elements.  

With increasing confidence, can 
distinguish between fact and 
opinion using evidence from the 
text to support thinking. 
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information e.g. facts, photographs, 
diagrams, labels. 
 

screen to answer them. Usually 
records information in a form that can 
be easily retrieved 

 
Can present information in a way that 
can be easily retrieved e.g. making 
notes using non-fiction 

 
Can often identify questions to be 
answered and use specific features 
from the text in order to answer 
these. 
 
Can use features of non-fiction 
texts to confidently retrieve 
information. 
  

GDS 
 

 Can begin to explain the purpose of 
non-fiction books in simple terms and 
may suggest how they are different 
from fiction books referring to some 
basic features e.g. captions, images, 
titles 

Can explain the purpose of non-fiction 
books and how they are different from 
fiction. 
Can quickly and independently identify 
key features and use these to help find 
and understand information e.g. sub-
heading, glossary, index 

Pupil can almost always identify 
questions to be answered beforehand 
and use the specific features of age-
appropriate non-fiction texts on 
paper and on screen to answer them. 
Almost always records information in 
a form that can be easily retrieved. 

Can almost always identify questions 
to be answered beforehand and use 
specific age-appropriate features to 
locate information. 
 
Can record information in a form that 
can be easily retrieved.  

Can accurately and independently 
present information from non-
fiction, using specific examples  

Can confidently distinguish 
between fact and opinion using 
evidence within a text, footnotes 
or references to support thinking. 
 
Can confidently identify questions 
using specific features of non-
fiction texts in order to answer 
them.  

Core 
Assessment 
 

 Y1 national PSC – PSC screening 
happens at the end of each term to 
identify GPC’s required and progress 
towards pass threshold. 
 
Regular ‘keep up’ session for learners 
to stay in line with their peers.  
 
Y1 PSC is always above national 
outcome and the target is that 100% 
of pupils in Y1 will pass. 
 
pupils are secure within all phase 5 
GPC’s and are ready for Phase 6 as 
they enter Y2. 
 
Termly attainment and progress 
review. 
 
½ termly 1:1 miscue analysis entered 
onto reading scheme colour band 
tracker. 
 
Discreet daily phonics assessments to 
target specific GPC’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pupils who do not meet the pass 
threshold for the Y1 PSC are given ‘keep 
up’ sessions with skilled professional in Y2 
to meet the standard by the PSC recheck.  
 
Y2 reading comprehension SATs  
 
Pupils are secure within all phase GPC’s 
and are ready to continue reading 
comprehension at a higher level in Y3 
 
Regular reading assessment with an adult 
(teacher or TA). 
 
Termly attainment and progress review. 
 
-½ termly 1:1 miscue analysis entered 
onto reading scheme colour band tracker. 
 
Discreet daily phonics assessments to 
target specific GPC’s. 

Termly attainment and progress 
review 
 
Termly reading comprehension test to 
measure impact of reading 
comprehension lessons 
 
Discreet reading and formative 
assessment with an adult 
 
½ termly home reading diary check by 
an adult in school 
 
½ termly 1:1 miscue analysis entered 
onto reading scheme colour band 
tracker 
 

Termly attainment and progress 
review 
 
Termly reading comprehension test to 
measure impact of reading 
comprehension lessons 
 
Discreet reading and formative 
assessment with an adult 
 
½ termly home reading diary check by 
an adult in school 
 
½ termly 1:1 miscue analysis entered 
onto reading scheme colour band 
tracker 
 

Termly attainment and progress 
review. 
 
Termly SATs reading 
comprehension test to measure 
impact of reading sessions. 
 
Discreet reading and formative 
assessment with an adult 
 
½ termly home reading diary check 
by an adult in school 
 
½ termly 1:1 miscue analysis 
entered onto reading scheme 
colour band tracker 
 
 

Termly attainment and progress 
review. 
 
Termly SATs reading 
comprehension test to measure 
impact of reading sessions. 
 
Discreet reading and formative 
assessment with an adult 
 
½ termly home reading diary check 
by an adult in school 
 
½ termly 1:1 miscue analysis 
entered onto reading scheme 
colour band tracker 
 
 

Subject 
specific 
vocabulary 

 Predict, infer, understanding,  
 
Recognise, predict, phrase, re-tell 

Understanding, certainty, infer, deduce, 
character motive 
Discuss, connect, recall, chronological 

Evidence, infer, deduce, motive, 
prediction, evidence 
Recall, comparison, verse, stanza, 
volume, audience 

Evidence, infer, deduce, motive, 
prediction, evidence 
Recall, comparison, verse, stanza, 
volume, audience 

Inference, deduction, justify, 
explain, evidence, meaning, 
summarise, predict, opinion,  
impact, author choice, effect, 
justification 
Recall, comparison, verse, stanza, 
volume, audience 
 

Inference, deduction, justify, 
explain, evidence, meaning, 
summarise, predict, opinion,  
impact, author choice, effect, 
justification 
Recall, comparison, verse, stanza, 
volume, audience 
 


