
BIRCHWOOD PRIMARY progression of skills knowledge and understanding document-SPOKEN LANGUAGE (4-6) 

 

 Year 4 
 

Year 5 
 

Year 6 
 

Skill: 
Word Reading 

*can read more challenging ROK 
words/  Subject Specific Vocabulary  
and know what these mean – they can 
confidently use these words in context 
both verbally and in their writing. 
 
 
 

*can read academically challenging 
ROK words/ Subject Specific 
Vocabulary and can confidently show 
they know what these mean both 
verbally and in their writing 
 
 

*can read academically challenging and 
can confidently show they know what 
these mean both verbally and in their 
writing 
*when speaking, motivated to use 
further academically challenging 
vocabulary related to topics studied  
 

Vocabulary building 
and standard 
English 

To regularly use interesting 
adjectives, adverbial phrases and 
extended 
noun phrases in speech. 
 
To know and use language that is 
acceptable in formal and informal 
situations with increasing 
confidence.  
 
To recognise powerful vocabulary in 
stories/ texts that they read or listen 
to, building these words and phrases 
into their own talk in an appropriate 
way. 

To regularly use interesting 
adjectives, adverbial phrases and 
extended noun phrases in speech.  
 
To know and use language that is 
acceptable in formal and informal 
situations with increasing 
confidence.  
 
To recognise powerful vocabulary 
in stories/ texts that they read or 
listen to, building these words and 
phrases into their own talk in an 
appropriate 
way. 

To use relevant strategies to build 
their vocabulary.  
 
To use adventurous and ambitious 
vocabulary in speech, which is always 
appropriate to the topic, audience 
and purpose  
 
To use a broad, deep and rich 
vocabulary to discuss abstract concepts 
and a wide range of topics. 
 
To speak audibly, fluently and with a 
full command of Standard English 
in all situations. 
 
To confidently explain the meaning of 
words and offer alternative 
synonyms. 



Skill: 
Range of Reading 

*listens to and discusses a range of 
fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 
 

*listens to and discusses a wide range 
of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books or textbooks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*listens to and discusses a wide range of 
fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks 
 
 
*make and discuss comparisons within 
and across books 

Skill: 
Familiarity with 
texts 

*increasing their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including fairy 
stories, myths and legends, and 
retelling these orally 
*able to identify and discuss themes 
and conventions in a wide range of 
books 

*in Philosophy/ guided reading 
sessions able to identify and discuss 
themes and conventions in and across 
a range of writing 

*in Philosophy/ guided reading sessions 
able to confidently identify and discuss 
themes and conventions in and across a 
wide range of writing 

Skill: 
Poetry & 
Performance 
 

*can recite a range of poems by heart 
with appropriate intonation and 
expression 
 

*learning a wider range of poetry by 
heart preparing poems and plays to 
read aloud and to perform 
*showing a developing understanding 
through intonation, tone and volume 
so that the meaning is clear to an 
audience 

*learning a wide range of poetry by 
heart preparing different types of poems 
and plays to read aloud and to perform 
*showing understanding through 
intonation, tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear to an audience and they 
are entertained 

Asking and 
answering 
questions 

To generate relevant questions to 
ask a specific speaker/audience in 
response to what has been 
said.  
 
To regularly offer answers that are 
supported with justifiable reasoning. 

To ask questions which deepen 
conversations and/or further their 
knowledge.  
 
To understand how to answer 
questions that require more 
detailed answers and justification. 

To regularly ask relevant questions to 
extend their understanding and 
knowledge. 
 
 To articulate and justify answers with 
confidence in a range of situations 



Listening skills To listen carefully 
in a range of different contexts and 
usually respond appropriately to 
both adults and their peers. 

To listen carefully, 

making timely contributions and 

asking questions that are 

responsive to others’ ideas and 

views, e.g. participate in a 

collaborative project where they 

listen to the ideas of others and 

adapt these to meet the needs of 

the group 

To make 
improvements based on constructive 
feedback on their listening skills. 

Speaking for a 
range of purposes 

To give descriptions, 
recounts and narrative retellings with 
specific 

details to actively engage listeners. 

To plan and present 
information clearly with ambitious 
added detail and 

description for the listener. 

To communicate confidently across 
a range of contexts and to range of 
audiences. 

Skill: 
Discussing Reading 

*through philosophy sessions, pupils 
can discuss and express views about a 
wide range of fictional and non-fiction 
reading materials at levels beyond that 
at which they can read on their own 
*in Philosophy sessions pupils discuss 
advanced and topical themes from 
their reading  
* they respectfully listen to and 
respond to the views of others.  
*pupils’ love of reading’ means that 
are motivated to share this passion 
with others 

*recommends books that they have 
read to their peers 
 *participate in discussions about 
books, building on their own and 
others’ ideas and beginning to 
challenge views courteously 
*explain and discuss their 
understanding of what they have 
read, including through formal 
presentations, philosophical debates 
and reading diary entries 
 *when debating issues raised by what 
they have read, provide justifications 
for their views 
*pupils’ love of reading’ means that 
are motivated to and actively share 
this passion with others 

*recommends books that they have read 
to their peers, giving reasons for their 
choices 
*participates in discussions about books, 
building on their own and others’ ideas 
and challenging views confidently and 
courteously 
*explain and discuss their understanding 
of what they have read, including 
through formal presentations, 
philosophical debates and reading diary 
entries Aut 1 
 *when debating issues raised by what 
they have read, provide justifications for 
their views Aut 1 
*pupils’ love of reading’ means that are 
motivated to and actively share this 
passion with others 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drama, 
performance and 
confidence 

To use intonation when reading 
aloud to emphasise punctuation. 
 
 To practise and rehearse sentences 
and stories, gaining feedback on 
their performance from 

teachers and peers.  
 
To take on a specific role in role-
play/drama activities and participate in 
focused discussion while remaining in 
character. 

To narrate stories with intonation and 
expression to add detail and excitement 
for the listener.  
 
To use feedback from peers and teachers 
(and from observing other speakers) to 
make improvements to performance.  
 
To combine vocabulary choices, gestures 
and body movement to take on and 
maintain the role of a character 

To participate confidently in a range of 
different performances, role play 
exercises and improvisations (including 
acting in 
role).  
 
To gain, maintain and monitor the 
interest of the listener(s).  
 
To select and use appropriate registers 
for effective communication. 



To rehearse 
reading 
sentences and 
stories aloud, 
taking note of 
feedback from 
teachers and 
peers. 

   

To speak 
regularly in front 
of large and 
small audiences. 

   

To participate in 
role play tasks, 
showing an 
understanding of 
character by 
choosing 
appropriate 
words and 
phrases to 
indicate a 
person’s 
emotions. 

   

 To discuss the 
language 
choices of other 
speakers and 
how this may 
vary in different 
situations. 

  

To use 
vocabulary that 
is appropriate 

To regularly use 
interesting 
adjectives, 

To regularly use 
interesting 
adjectives, 

To use relevant 
strategies to 
build 



to the topic their vocabulary. 

 


