
The journey of writing across The Partnership. 
(must read in conjunction with spoken language and reading progression documents). 

The art of writing is highly complex. The purpose of this document is to illustrate the progression in knowledge, skills and 
understanding required to become fluent and talented writers by the end of Y6. In EYFS and KS1, chn focus on functional, 

transcriptional skills of pencil grip, letter formation, finger spacing, spelling and simple sentence writing.  It is in KS2 that a wider 
range of genres and associated literary elements are introduced on top of the narrative diet of younger pupils.  We must get 

transcriptional functionality secure, before we ask for application. English is multi modal, constructed of spoken language, reading, 
writing, grammar, punctuation and spelling.  These vital elements are interwoven and all support progression in English as a whole.  
For example, if spoken language and vocabulary choice is not well sequenced and planned, this will negatively impact reading and 

writing achievement. 

EYFS Autumn Spring Summer 

 Handwriting – chn 
demonstrate correct 
letter formation in 
line with phonics 
sequence of taught 
GPC’s 
 
Spelling – chn apply 
their phonic 
knowledge to write 
words from teacher 
dictation eg – c-a-t 
 
Composition – chn 
write simple words 
containing learnt 
GPC’s through 
teacher dictation eg – 
c-a-t 

Handwriting - chn demonstrate 
correct letter formation in line with 
their growing phonics sequence of 
taught GPC’s 
 
Spelling – chn apply growing phonic 
knowledge to spell words, they spell 
HFW in line with statutory 
curriculum guidance eg – ‘the.’ 
 
Composition – chn write words and 
simple phrases that can be read 
back to the teacher and read by the 
teacher eg – ‘the fat cat’ 
 

 

Handwriting - Chn write recognisable letters 
(For learnt GPC’s – chn have correct letter 
formation). 
Pencil grip – chn have a secure pencil grip that 
enables accurate letter formation 
 
Spelling - Chn spell words by identifying sounds in 
them and representing the sounds with a letter or 
letters, applying their phonic knowledge. – simple 
teacher dictation eg – c-a-t 
 
Composition - Write simple phrases and units of 
sense that can be read by others (fiction and non 
fiction) 
 
 
 
 



 

Y1 Handwriting 
Letter formation 
families are more 
consistent and secure 
eg – coadg 
Capital letters and 
digits 0-9 are 
becoming embedded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spelling 
In line with LW phase 
and set taught (phase 
4 Autumn term) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Handwriting 
Pupils show consistent and correct 
pencil grip.  All GPC’s learnt are 
accurately recorded and formed.  
When blending graphemes to write 
words, individual letters are 
correctly orientated and begin the 
right place. Capital letters and digits 
0-9 mostly accurate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spelling 
In line with LW phase and set 
taught (phase 5 Spring term, eg – 
split vowel digraphs) 
Common Long vowel sound spelling 
recognised in medial and final 
positions eg – ai / a-e / ay 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Handwriting -Pupils should be taught to: sit 
correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and 
correctly  

form lower-case letters in the correct direction, 
starting and finishing in the right place  

form capital letters correctly 

form digits 0-9 correctly 

understand which letters belong to which 
handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in 
similar ways) and to practise these.  

 

Spelling: 

spell: 
words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already 
taught and common exception words 

 
the days of the week spelt correctly and correctly 
demarcated with  a capital as a proper noun 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing simple dictated sentences that include words 
taught so far gives pupils opportunities to apply and 
practise their spelling.  Eg – The cat was black. 

name the letters of the alphabet: naming the letters 
of the alphabet in order  

using letter names to distinguish between alternative 
spellings of the same sound  

add prefixes and suffixes:  

using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the 
plural marker for nouns and the third person singular 
marker for verbs  

using the prefix un–  

using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is 
needed in the spelling of root words [for example, 
helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest]  

apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in 
English Appendix 1  

write from memory simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words using the GPCs and 
common exception words taught so far.  

 



 
Grammar and 
punctuation 
Finger spacing 
between words is 
emerging. Correct 
demarcation of 
simple sentences is 
emerging. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Composition 
Pupils write simple 
sentences that are 
syntactically correct. 
Teachers focus on 
misconceptions with 
capitalisation and full 
stops, so that   these 
error types are 
infrequently 

 
 
Grammar and punctuation 
Finger spaces between words is 
more consistent 
consistent use of capitalisation and 
full stop to begin and end a 
sentence.  Simple sentences are a 
complete unit of sense. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Composition 
Pupils have a well-established 
routine when writing – say the 
sentence, write the sentence, read 
the sentence, check the sentence… 

 

 

Grammar and punctuation: 

leaving spaces between words consistently and 
appropriately 

 joining words and joining clauses using ‘and.’  

beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital 
letter and a full stop, question mark or exclamation 
mark  

using a capital letter for names of people, places, 
the days of the week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’  

 learning the grammar for year 1 in English 
Appendix 2 

use the grammatical terminology in English 
Appendix 2 in discussing their writing. 

Composition: 

write sentences by: 
saying out loud what they are going to write about 
composing a sentence orally before writing it 
sequencing sentences to form short narratives 



repeated, if ever. 
Focus should be on 
correct sentence as a 
unit of sense, not 
more complex 
sentence types that 
do not make sense 
eg – ‘The dog is nice.’ 
V ‘the smelly dog he 
is smelly he is.’ 

re-reading what they have written to check that it 
makes sense  

discuss what they have written with the teacher or 
other pupils 
read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard 
by their peers and the teacher.  

write simple sentences that are correctly 
demarcated with a capital letter, full stop 
(exclamation mark or question mark).  Join simple 
sentences to form short paragraphs eg – story 
writing based upon shared reading of known text 
and teacher modelling. 

  Writing Genres  

Conventions of story narrative should remain 
main focus - narrative – retelling traditional tales, 
fairy tales, stories with familiar settings  

Rhymes & Poetry (be able to recite a poem by 
heart) – classics, list and alphabet poetry, 
observational poetry, performance poems and raps, 
rhyme (onset / rime) 

Non – fiction – instructional text literary features 

Y2  Handwriting 
 
Spelling 
 

Handwriting 
 
Spelling 
 

Handwriting: 
Pupils should be taught to:  



Grammar and 
punctuation 
 
 
composition 

Grammar and punctuation 
 
 
composition 

form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to 
one another  

start using some of the diagonal and horizontal 
strokes needed to join letters and understand which 
letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left 
unjoined  

write capital letters and digits of the correct size, 
orientation and relationship to one another and to 
lower case letters  

use spacing between words that reflects the size of 
the letters.  

Spelling: 

segmenting spoken words into phonemes and 
representing these by graphemes, spelling many 
correctly  

learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which 
one or more spellings are already known, and learn 
some words with each spelling, including a few 
common homophones  

learning to spell common exception words 
learning to spell more words with contracted forms 
learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for 



example, the girl’s book] distinguishing between 
homophones and near-homophones  

add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, 
–ness, –ful, –less, –ly  

apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in 
English Appendix 1  

write from memory simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words using the GPCs, 
common exception words and punctuation, grammar 
taught so far. Eg – The fluffy cat was as white as 
snow. 

Composition: 

Pupils should be taught to:  

develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for 
writing by:  

writing narratives about personal experiences and 
those of others (real and fictional)  

writing about real events (recount / non chrono) 

writing poetry  

writing for different purposes  



consider what they are going to write before 
beginning by: 

planning or saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 

writing down ideas and/or key words, including new 
vocabulary  

encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by 
sentence  

make simple additions, revisions and corrections to 
their own writing by:  

evaluating their writing with the teacher and other 
pupils  

re-reading to check that their writing makes sense 
and that verbs to indicate time are used correctly 
and consistently, including verbs in the continuous 
form  

proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, 
grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of 
sentences punctuated correctly 

read aloud what they have written with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning clear.  

Genres:  



Conventions for narrative should be secure age 
appropriately and should remain main focus – 2 
x non – fiction writing genres – 1 – instructional text 
– build on prior learning from Y1, introduce non – 
chrono non fiction reports eg – real events eg – fire 
engine visit report.  

Narrative - adventure, fables, humorous, dilemmas 

Poetry –(recite by heart) chants, tongue twisters, 
kennings, performance poetry and raps, puns and 
word play, riddles – write / compose simple narrative 
poems 

Non – fiction – writing about real events - non – 
chronological writing – intro / grouping info into 
paragraphs / classification / description / instructions 
– intro / conclusion, imperative verbs, bullet points & 
numbering, picture / text match  

 

 

In terms of KS2, it is assumed that pencil grip and letter formation for lower case, capital letters and numerals is secure. – 
“joined handwriting should be the norm…” from Y3 upwards, (catch up for any pupil not in line with age related expectation.) 
Spelling in line with English appendices and efficient use of dictionaries. Grammar & Punctuation...composition / genres 

Y3    Handwriting 
Diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters and 
understand which letters, when adjacent, are best 
left unjoined 
Increased legibility 



 
Spelling 
Prefixes / suffixes appendix 1 / homophones / tricky  
/ misspelt words appendix 1 / possessive 
apostrophe / use dictionary from first 2,3 letters of a 
word / write from memory, simple sentences, 
dictated by teacher eg – “Printing has finished,” 
shouted the teacher’s helper. 
 
Grammar & Punctuation 
Develop understanding of concepts set out in 
appendix 2 
Use present perfect forms of verbs in contrast to the 
past tense 
Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity 
and cohesion and to avoid repetition 
Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
express time and cause 
Using fronted adverbials 
Learning the grammar for Y3 
Indicate grammatical features by using commas 
after fronted adverbial, indicating possession by 
using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns, 
using and punctuating speech, use and understand 
grammatical terminology in appendix 2 accurately 
and appropriately when discussing reading and 
writing. 
 
Composition  
Plan their writing by discussing writing similar to 
that which they are planning to write in order to 



understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary 
and grammar, (high quality teacher modelling) 
Discussing and recording ideas 
Draft and write by – composing and rehearsing 
sentences orally (including dialogue) progressively 
building a varied and rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of sentence structures(appendix 2) 
Organising paragraphs around a theme 
In narratives, create settings, characters and plot 
In narrative, use simple organisational devices eg – 
sub headings / headings 
Evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ writing and suggesting 
improvements 
Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency, including accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences 
Proof read for spelling and punctuation 
Read their own writing aloud to a group or whole 
class, using appropriate intonation and controlling 
the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
 
Writing Genres: 
 
Fiction: playscripts, myths & legends, fairy stories, 
traditional tales – narrative writing 
 
Poetry – perform poems and play scripts 
aloud…recognition of poetry forms…nonsense verse 
– free verse / narrative /  
 



Non-fiction – instructional / non – chron / recount / 
explanatory /  
 
 

Y4   Handwriting 
Diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters and 
understand which letters, when adjacent, are best 
left unjoined 
Increased legibility / presentation secure eg – titles, 
dates underlined consistently, writing starts against 
the margin. 
 
Spelling 
Prefixes / suffixes appendix 1 / homophones / tricky  
/ misspelt words appendix 1 / possessive 
apostrophe / use dictionary from first 2,3 letters of a 
word / write from memory, simple sentences, 
dictated by teacher eg – “Printing ink is terribly 
messy,” exclaimed the disgruntled   teaching 
assistant .  
 
Grammar & Punctuation 
Develop understanding of concepts set out in 
appendix 2 
Use present perfect forms of verbs in contrast to the 
past tense 
Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity 
and cohesion and to avoid repetition 
Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
express time and cause 
Using fronted adverbials 



Learning the grammar for Y3 
Indicate grammatical features by using commas 
after fronted adverbial, indicating possession by 
using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns, 
using and punctuating speech, use and understand 
grammatical terminology in appendix 2 accurately 
and appropriately when discussing reading and 
writing 
 
Composition  
Plan their writing by discussing writing similar to 
that which they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary 
and grammar. (high quality CT modelling) 
Discussing and recording ideas 
Draft and write by – composing and rehearing 
sentences orally (including dialogue) progressively 
building a varied and rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of sentence structures(appendix 2) 
Organising paragraphs around a theme 
In narratives, create settings, characters and plot 
In narrative, use simple organisational devices eg – 
sub headings / headings 
Evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ writing and suggesting 
improvements 
Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency, including accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences 
Proof read for spelling and punctuation 



Read their own writing aloud to a group or whole 
class, using appropriate intonation and controlling 
the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
Use appendix Y4 grammar 
 
Writing Genres: 
Fiction: playscripts, myths & legends, fairy stories, 
narratives 
 
Poetry – write and perform poems and play scripts 
aloud…recognition of poetry forms – free verse / 
narrative / nonsense poems / choral verse  / 
kennings / haiku 
 
Non-fiction – instructional / non – chron / recount / 
explanatory / persuasive  
 

Y5   Handwriting: 
Write legibly, fluently and with increased speed by 
choosing which shape of a letter to use when given 
choices and deciding whether or not to join specific 
letters/ choose the writing implement that is best 
suited to the task 
 
Spelling 
Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand 
guidance for adding them 
Spell words with silent letters eg – psalm 
Distinguish between homophones and other words, 
often confused.  Use morphology and etymology in 
spelling and understand that the spelling of soke 



words needs to be learnt specifically – in appendix 
1.  Use dictionaries to check spelling, use a 
thesaurus  
 
Composition 

Pupils should be taught to:  

plan their writing by: 

identifying the audience for and purpose of the 
writing, selecting the appropriate  

form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own  

noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on 
reading and research where necessary  

in writing narratives, considering how authors have 
developed characters and  

settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen 
performed  

draft and write by:  

selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how such choices can change and 
enhance meaning  



in narratives, describing settings, characters and 
atmosphere and integrating  

dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action  

précising longer passages  

using a wide range of devices to build cohesion 
within and across paragraphs  

using further organisational and presentational 
devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for 
example, headings, bullet points, underlining]  

evaluate and edit by:  

assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing  

proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning  

ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing  

ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when 
using singular and plural, distinguishing between the 
language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register  



proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  

perform their own compositions, using appropriate 
intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning 
is clear.  

 
 
Writing Genres: 
 
Fiction: stories, playscripts, identification of 
narrative devices linked to specified narrative forms 
eg – suspense, autobiographical, biographical, 
journalistic 
 
Poetry – perform and write poems and play scripts 
…recognition of poetry forms – free verse / 
narrative / rhyming   / kennings /haiku / cinquain / 
tanka 
 
Non-fiction – instructional / non – chron / recount / 
explanatory / persuasive / discursive 
 

Y6   Handwriting: 
Write legibly, fluently and with increased speed by 
choosing which shape of a letter to use when given 
choices and deciding whether or not to join specific 
letters/ choose the writing implement that is best 
suited to the task 
 
Spelling 



Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand 
guidance for adding them 
Spell words with silent letters eg – psalm 
Distinguish between homophones and other words, 
often confused.  Use morphology and etymology in 
spelling and understand that the spelling of soke 
words needs to be learnt specifically – in appendix 
1.  Use dictionaries to check spelling, use a 
thesaurus  
 
Composition 

Pupils should be taught to:  

plan their writing by: 

identifying the audience for and purpose of the 
writing, selecting the appropriate  

form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own  

noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on 
reading and research where necessary  

in writing narratives, considering how authors have 
developed characters and  

settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen 
performed  



draft and write by:  

selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how such choices can change and 
enhance meaning  

in narratives, describing settings, characters and 
atmosphere and integrating  

dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action  

précising longer passages  

using a wide range of devices to build cohesion 
within and across paragraphs  

using further organisational and presentational 
devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for 
example, headings, bullet points, underlining]  

evaluate and edit by:  

assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing  

proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning  

ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing  



ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when 
using singular and plural, distinguishing between the 
language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register  

proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  

perform their own compositions, using appropriate 
intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning 
is clear.  

Genres: 
 
Fiction: stories, playscripts (incl. Shakespeare –  
comedy) 
 
Poetry – perform poems and play scripts 
aloud…recognition of poetry forms – free verse / 
narrative / kennings, cinquain, tanka, haiku, 
rhyming, sonnets (Shakespeare) 
 
Non-fiction – instructional / non – chron / recount / 
explanatory / persuasive / discursive / biographical 
& auto-biographical 
 

 


